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Hon. J. CORNELL: Trade union adve-
cutes can hold their own pretty weil. I can-
not adwit that any reputable firm of solici-
tors will drag out a case mercly for the sake
of getting their fees. There are some law-
vers, of course, who have battened on the
Labour movement for all they were worth
and who, when their costs were taxed, have
hiad their bills cut down by half. If there are
harpies in the legal profession on the em-
ployers’ side they are also to be found on the
Labour side. Mr, Dwyer, who represents
Lubour cases in the Arbitration Court, does
not string out a case because of the fees,
and lhe same thing wmay be said of Mr. H.
B. Jackson. People should be gnabled to em-
ploy a solicitor if they so desire.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is not
a guestion of harpies on one side or the other.
The Arbitration Court was designed as a sim-
ple tribunal where industrialists eould have
their diffienlties settled. T see no reason for
legal gentlemen being employed  there.
Wherever counsel hias heen emploved in these
matters costs have gone up without any ad-
vanlage acerning to either party, The cases
may alse be prolonged because of the legal
argument that is constantly brought for-
ward.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes
Noes

Majority for

| ! =&

AYES,

Hon, A. Burviil Hon. A. Lovekin

Hon. J. Cornell Hon, J. Nicholson
Hon., J. E. Dodd Hon. E. Rose

Hon. J, Duffell Hom. A, J. H. Saw
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hen. E. H. Harrls Hon. H, Stewart

Hon. J, J. Holmes Hor. J. M. Macfarlane

{Teller.)

Noes.
Hon. J. R. Brown
Hon., J. M. Drew
Hon. E. H. Gray

Hon. J, W. Hickey

Hon. W. H. Kitson

Hon. T. Moore
(Teller.y |

Amendment thus passed; the clanse, as
amended, agreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

ABSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read motifying assent to the following
Bills:—

1, Workers’ Compensation Act Amend-
ment.

2, Goldfields Water Supply Act Amend-
ment.

d, Water Boards Act Amendment.

4, Permanent Reserve A4566.

, Forests Act Amendment.
, Municipality of Fremantle.
, Narrogin Soldiers’ Memorial Institote

-1 Oy O

QUESTION—VERMIN DESTRUCTION.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture: Seeing that
the Walzoolan-Westonia settlers desire to
form a vermin board to fence 120 holdings
against dingoes, will he insert an amendment
to Clause 59 of the Vermin Act, No. 2 of
1919, to permit this distriet and others sim-
ilarly placed to rate themselves at a higher
rate than the Aect provides, to enable them
to pay off any advanees for fencing in 20
vearly instalments?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied : I ecannot say here and now whether
1 shall be able to make the amendment de-

sired. However, I will see what ean be done.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Richardson, leave of
absence for one week granted to Mr. Maley

(Irwin} on the ground of urgent private
bunsiness.
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MOTION—ABATTOIRS ACT.
To Disallow Regulations.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from 21st Ostober of the debate on the fol.
lowing motion by Mr. Mann—

That the regulations of the State Abattoirs
and Saleyards (Metropolitan Distriet), pub-
lished in the ‘‘Government Gazette'’ of 7th
August, 1925, and laid on the Table of the
House on Tuesday, 8th September, 1925, be
disallowed,

On motion by Sir James Mitchell, Order
discharged.

.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for Agri-
culture in charge of the Bill.

Clause 10—Insertion of new section after
Section 100:

The CHAIRMAN: When progress was
reported, Subclause (3) was under consider-
ation. The Mipister had moved the follow-
ing amendment—

That after ‘‘payment of'' in line 5, the
words ‘‘such uniform’’ be inserted.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Minister inserts these words he will have
to pay the same uniform benus on all pests.

The Minister for Agrienlture: No.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
clanse will then read, “the payment of such
uniform bonus for the destruection of wild
cogs and foxes and such other vermin as may
be required.” Surely it means that the
Minister will pay the same uniform bonus
over the whole of the State for the destrue-
tion of all vermin.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member mentioned this peint last
night, This morning I consulted the Crown
Law Department, and they advised me that
the amendment conveys the proper intention.
The bonug for wild dogs will be uniform
throughout the State. That is all it means.

Mr. Angelo: It wounld make it elearer
if the Minister were to add after “boenus”
the words “or bonuses.”

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, it is all right as it is.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: In my interpretation
the amendment will make uniform the pay-
ment for the destruction of wild dogs all over
the State. That is very desirable.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. TEESDALE:
ment—

That the words in line 6, ‘‘such other ver-

min a3 may be preseribed,’” be struck out and
‘‘cagle-hawks’’ be inserted in lieu.
I fear that pressure may be brought oo the
advisory hoard to include other vermin that
at present are not considered. The Bill was
introduced to deal specially with dingoes,
Ioxes and eagle-hawks, I ask the Minister
to agree to the amendment because we are
fearful of the Bill being extended fo vermin
of lesser importance.

The Minister for Agriculture: It would be
better to insert “ecagle-hawks” to begin with.

Mr. TEESDALE: Very weli. T will with-
draw my amendment,

I move an amend-

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr, TEESDALE: I now move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘fand’’ in
hawks’’ be inserted.

Mr. ANGELO: I see a difficulty about
the seecond proviso, which says that if a
holding is fenced by a proper vermin-proof
fence, the holder will be exempt. What
fenee is uecessary to keep out an eagle-
hawk?

The CHAIRMAN: I am not competent
fo answer that question.

line 6, ‘‘eagle-

Awmendment put and passed.

Mr. TEESDALE :
amendment-—

That the words ‘“and such other vermin as
may be prescribed’’ be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I should like to meet the hon. member, but
it would be undesirable to do so. Some
other pest may have to be brought under
the Ac¢t. Thbe board that will assist the Min-
ister in the administration of the fund would
not agree to bring mm under it any other
vermin unless that vermin was causing de-
struetion. .

Mr. Teesdale: We want a dingo, fox and
eagle-hawk Bill.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member has all he wanfs in this
Bill.

Mr. Teesdale: T have more than T want
with these words in.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I support the amend-
ment, There is already provision for deal-
ing with most kinds of vermin, and this Bill
should deal specifically with the three kinds

I move a further
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of vermin mentioned therein. The idea is
Leld that it the board accumulates funds to
an extent more than is necessary for the de-
struction of dingoes, toxes and eagles, it may
be anxious to deal with some other c¢lass of
vermin. Could the board bring in other
vermin?

The Minister for Agrienltnre: Not any
oiher vermin, because they are provided for.

Hon. . TAYLOR: [ should be satisfied
if it was intended to deal only with some
new kind of vermin that might make ifs ap-
pearance in the State, but my fear is that
the accumulated fund might bhe used for
zome class of vermin to the neglect of din-
roes, foxes, and eagle-hawks.

AMr., LAMOXD: T hope the amendmenf
will not be agreed to. The euro is just as
hig a pest in the North as the dingo and the
fox, and may have to be brought within the
gcope of this measure.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
Minister can bring under this Bill any ver-
niin that he pleases, without regulations be-
ing framed. That is a weakuess in the mea-
sure. There are such things as kangaroo
rals in the South-West that do a tremendous
amount of damage. If people bave fo pay
they will want to be protected. I should he
content if the Minister hy regulation added
fo the list of pests.

Mr. TEESDALE: I am disappointed in
the AMinister. The Rill is a good one, but
its value will be discounted by the addition
of these few words. It was brought down
for a special purpose and should be confined
to that purpose.

Mr. ANGELO: T support the amendment.
The menace caused by dogs and foxes is so
urgent that we should focus all our energies
upen those pests.

Mr.
lambs.

Mr. ANGELO: T hope the efficiency of
the measure will not he impaired by ifs
scope being enlarged.

Teesdale: Enros do not *“pinch”

Amendment put and negatived.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRTCULTURE:
T move an amendment—

That a new subeclause be added as follows:
¢*The Minister shall appoint an honorary ad-
visory board, conmsisting of three persons, to
assist the Minister in the administration of
this section. One member of the beard shall
be a representative of the pastoral industry,
and one shall be a representative of the agri-
cultural industry, and the third member, who

(63]
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shalt be chairmaun, shall be an officer of the
Department of Agriculture.”’

The advisory board would sit with the Min-
ister, and advise him comeerning the opera-
tion of this particular part of the Act.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: it is
usual to express such a subelause in angther
way such as “the Minister acting on the ad-
vice of such and such a board.” The pro-
posal is that the board may assist the Min-
ister. 1 do nut know whether members of it
will sit with the Minister on even terms.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Min-
ister will be cuided entirely by the board.
He will not have time to bother about the
business.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITUBELL: [ have
never heard of {arliamwent being asked to
appoint a board to assist the Minister. The
influenee of the board will be only such as
the Minister cares o make it. The amend-
ment really means nothing, but I objeet to
its wording. The Bill allows the Minister to
impose taxation and set up a fund apart
altogether from the Treasury; he will be
able to do with that fund practically as he
pleases. If there should be £30,000 or
£40,000 to the credit of the fund, the Trea-
surer will zet the use of the money free of
interest.

The Minister for Agriculture: The asso-

" ¢iation have asked for this amendment.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
proper people to make requests to the Min-
ister are we who sit in this Chamber, and
nnt snmehody of whom we have never heard
and whose name we do not know. The
amendment should not he earvied in its pre-
sent form,

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCRE:
I move an amendment—

That the following be added to stand as
Subclanse 5: ‘‘This section shall not apply
to any holding which does not excoed 160

acres in extent.'’

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHEIL :
exemption will not cover all the group
settlers. However, the Minister said he
would rate everybody.

The Minister for Agviculture: No, I did
not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Is the
Minister obliging someone else this time?

Mr. Lindsay: He has not obliged the
members of this Chamber so far.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The fear
in the Minister’s mind is that the fox may

The
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be a trouble to the small settler. XNeverthe-
less, small holdings should not be taxed as
proposed by the Bill. I am glad of the ex-
cmption, but it should be sufficient to eover
all small holdings in the South-West. If
the man with 160 acres is exempt, the man
with 200 acres will feel sore at being taxed.
Some of the gronp settlers have up to 200
acres.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER ¥OR AGRICULTURE:
I move an amendment—

That the following be added to stand as
Subeclause 6: 'If any holding is not assessed
or assessable by the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion, the rate to be payable as aforesaid shall
be asseased on the valuation of the holding as
assessed under the Road Districts Act, 1919,
or, in the ease of timber leascs or concessions,
or land held under sawmill or other permit
under the Land Aect Amendment Act, 1904,
or the Forests Aect, 19I8, on the value at
which, under paragraph (ii) of the second
proviso to Subsection 1 of Seetion 214 of the
Road Districts Act, 1919, land held or used
under lease, license or concession for cutting
and removing timber is assessable.’’

Some blocks may not be assessed, and having
in view those blocks and timber leases, 1 pro-
pose this amendment. As regards a limbher
permit of 10,000 acres, the tax wonld be

levied on a valuation of £2,500, on the hasis

of 3s. per acre.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is ex-
traordinary that the Minister should desive
this amendment. I fail to understand why
the holder of a sawmill permit should be re-
quired to pay under this measure, seeing that
he merely has the right to cut and remove
timber, and no right to use the land in any
other way. He should not be taxed to de-
stroy vermin. It might as well be proposed
to tax a man who removes gravel, Gold
mining leases have been exempted from the
operation of this measure. On the goldfields
there are leases for other than mining pur-
poses. I hope the Committee will not agree
to the taxing under this Bill of any land
other than that taxable under the Land and
Tncome Tax Aet. I shall vote against the
amendment,

Amendment put and a division taken, with
the following result:—

Ayes
Noes

| o | 58

Majority for

[ASSEMBLY.]

AYES,

Mr. Clydesdale Mr, McCallum

Mr, Collter Mr. Millington

Mr. Coverley Mr. Munsle

Mr. Cunningham Mte. Paaton

Mr. Heroa Mr. Sleeman

Mr, Hughes Mr. Troy

Mr. W, D. Johasen Mr. A. Wansbrough

Mr., Kennedy Mr, Willcock

Mr. Lamond Mr. Withers

Mr. Marshall Me, Wllson

(Teller.}

NozEs,

Mr. Angelo Mr. North

Mr. Barnard Mr. Sampson

Mr. Brown Mr. Taylor

Mr. Davy Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Grifiiths Mr. Thomson

Mr. Lindeay Mr., C. P. Wansbrough

Mr. Mann Mr. Richerdsen

Eir James Mitchell (Teller))

Amendment thus passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 11—Penalty for cbtaining honus
by fraud:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The pen-
alty of £30 is too light. The clause sets out
that any person who, by the produetion of
scalps obtained elsewhere than within the
State, obtains or attempis to obtain, pay-
ment of a bonus for the destruction of ver-
min, chall be guilty of an offence for which
the peralty T have mentioned is provided.
It would be straight out thieving if a man
killed dogs in South Australia, where a small
amount is paid for the sealps, and brought
them here to obtain the higher honus, I
move an amendment—

That in line 7 after ‘‘pounds’’ the words
‘for three months’ imprisonment’'’ be in-
serted.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I think the penalty provided is adequate,

Mr, Teesdale: YWhat if the offender has
not a shilling?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1f he has not the money to pay the fine, the
man will go to gaol.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is not so
under the elause.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T should imagine that if a man were fined
€50 and conld not pay it, he would have to
go to prison.

ITon. Sir James Mitchell: Then, under
your praposal if the offender is a riech man,
he can pay the fine and escape imprison-
ment, but if he is a poer man and cannot
pay the fine, he will have to go to gaol.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not think there will be much traflick-
ing.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
already. Yon cannot eheck it.-

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, we can. We checked it only recently.

Mr., TEESDALE: Why has the Minister
so much sympathy with the scoundrels who
have been swindling the vermin boards?

The Minister for Agriculture: I have no
sympathy with them, but I regard the pen-
alty as sofficient.

Mr. TEESDALE : There is nothing wrong
in asking for the alternative of imprison-
ment.

We have it

Amendment put and passed: the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 12 and 13—agreed to.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister promised
to look into the point I raised as to whether
the power to impose a fine of five per cent.
on rates unpaid, would apply to the new
Section 100a.

The Minister for Agrienlture: I have not
done so vet, but I will do so before the third
reading of the Bill.

Title—agreed {o.

Bill reported with amendments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1925-26.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 29th Oectober, Mr.

Luteyv in the Chair.

Departinent of Agriculture (Hon. M. F.
Troy, Minister.}

Vote—:Agriculture, £74,991 :

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. M. F. Troy—D>i. Magnet) [5.26]:
Hon. members will note that there is an in-
crease in the agricultural vote of £17,707. I
ean truthfully say that that is evidence of
the provress of the department and of
the aid being miven to agricultural develop-
ment by the department and the officials con-
cerned. Some of the increase is due to the
establishment of the College of Agriculture
at Muresk, which accounts for a sum of
£5,951. In discussing the progress of the
State, it is pleasant to change from a de-
hate on the mining industry, which is not
as prosperous as I should like it to be,
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tv one on agricultural developmeni. 1 cun
say with every degree of accuracy that the
agricultural industry in \Western Austrulia
is in a prosperous condition and its devel-
vpient 1S very satisfactory.  Last year
there was a .record harvest of 23,887,000
bushels, The greater proportion of the
wheat was sold at a price that returned the
producers satisfactory recompense for their
labours, The estinated area under wheat
this year is 2,370,105 acres. Tbat shows an
increase on the area under erop last season
of 269,275 acres. Although ihe season this
year cannot be compared in some parts with
that of last year, still [ am hopeful that
with the additiona! acreage upder erop,
comlbined with the large proportion of fal-
low land that is under erop, the harvest this
year will be 22,000,000 bushels if not more.
1 am inclined to think that while the price
we will obtain for our wheat will not be
as good as that received last year, still it
will be better than we anticipated a few
months age. If we can harvest 22,000,000
bushels this year we will have every reason
for congratulation. The acreage of fallowed
land under crop this seasen is 1152631
acres. That means that half the acreage
under crop is on fallowed land. That is
the largest acreage of fallow that has ever
been eropped in Western Australia. The
system of fallowing iz becoming widespread.
1t is being more and more adopted by the
producers throughout the eountry, and it is
generally realised by the farmers that it is
the safe method of farming, They recog-
nise that it is the only method that should
be adopted if we are to farm suecessfully.
There are still a few farmers in Western
Australia who do not fallow their land, but
they are very few. The great majority re-
cognise the value of ,fallowing, and the
yields obtained indicate that this method
has advantages over any other. The esti-
mated nrea uander oats is 508,161 acres, and
under harley 17,238 acres. The number of
wheat growers in the State is 8,031, an in-
crease of 201 over the total of last year.
Owing to the increased activity, it has been
tound necessary to add to the staff of the
Department of Agriculture.  The fruit
branch has been strengthened; two additional
agricultural advisers have been appointed to
the dairy branch; an assistant for the irriga-
tion branch; two stock inspectors for the
stock branch; and an additional veterinary
curgeon. These appointments entail a goed
deal of expenditure for travelling, as these
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officers, together with the great majority
of the statf of the department, are purely
technical, their duties neeessitating their be-
ing continually in the field. The two stock
inspectors have been appointed temporarily
to clean up the flocks affected with tick and
lice. ‘Lhese pest= bave ncreased to such an
alarming extent that the department have
had to take exireme measures. Already
prosecutions have been instituted in one or
two cases, and {ilhreatened in other cases,
and we shall proserute the people coneerned
if the Hoeks are pernitted to continue in
their present condition and intest the flocks
of neighbouring settlers, as L am led to he-
lieve they are doing. I am hopeful that as
a result of the cfforts of the department
daring the summer months, better conditions
will be brought about. A veterinary pathol-
ogist was recently appointed whose duties
are to investigate diseases affecting stock.
At present he is actively engaged investigal-
ing diseases in the Avon Valley. 1 helieve
the people at Beverley have eause to com-
plain about this disease being localised. It
cannot be localised; it is found thronghout
the Aven Valley, I hope the investigation
now being made will have suecessful results.
An up-to-date laberatery has been provided
by the department at a cost of £1,000 so
that the pathologist may be able to make
Lis investigations on the spot. Branch lab-
oratories wil} be established in counfry dis-
tricts where he is working. At present there
is one in the Beverley district. The expen-
diture on experimental farms is one of the
reasons for the inerease in the Fstimates
of the department. The increase over the
expenditure of last year is £3,559, and is
largely due to the operations at the Wongan
Hills light land farm. The establishment of
this farm was decided upon by the previous
Government, and I think it was a very cred-
itable detision. In this State there are
9,000,000 acres of light land adjacent to the
railways, and hefore these areas can be suec-
cessfully worked, some experimenting must
he undertaken. The experiments at the
Wongan Hills farm this year are very en-
couraging. The area under crop is 1,000
acres. A fleld day was held there last month,
and I was pleased with the results. The
crops on the Wongan Hills light land farm
are as good as, if not better than, many of
the crops I have seen on the better land
in the wheat belt.

Mr. Lindsay: You can say that that ap-
plies everywhere this season.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FUOR AGRICULTURE:
I adwmnit that the conditions this season has
been favourable to the light land. No ome
would claim that the eapacity of this lighi
fand hay been proved. In my opinion, the
experiments will have to be conducted for
a number of years before we shall Le able
ta determine precisely what tbe light lands
ure capable of produeing. However, it i
a good thing to know that experiments are
being made. 1 think the hay will yield a
ton to the acre this year, but T canuot say
what the wheat yield will be. There may be
aperating with regavd to the wheat, condi-
lions of which I am not aware.

My, Lindsay: Do not be atraid abount that,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1f I were to judge the prospeets of ihe crop
at Wongan Hills, I should say there would
he a yield of 14 to 15 bushels per acre. If

that vield s obtained, it will Te
a very fine resnlt from what might
be said to be almost pure sand-

plain. Tt will be an indieation that, thongh
in the heavy rainfall seasons the highest re-
snlts may nol he achieved, it is possible that
people will he able to utilise the light land
to very great advantage. This year the oat
crops have suffered throngh the dry season,
hut this indicates that if the season were a
wet one, it would be favourable for the oat
erops, though the wheat yield might not be
0 rood. If oats enn be grown successfully in
a wet scason, it will demonsirate that the
whole of these light lands ean be utilised for
that purpose and for the carrying of stock,
which will build up the land.

Hon. Sir James Mifchell:
vau want,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T would not ask any man to take up a hold-
ing exelusively of Light land such as we have
in larze areas in this State. The best plan
wonld he to enable a man to take up an
area of light land together with some good
land, and then I think he would be able to
Lring the light land into profitable occupa-
tirn.  Our light lands undoubtedly have a
future for the carrving of stoek.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This applies where water ean be obtained
undereround. On the sandplain areas, of
course. the water will not run, so it is im-
possihle to ¢onserve water in dams, If water
can be obtained by sinking, the sandplain
eountry will carry a lot of stack and provide
cood lioldings for many people. If a set-

That is what
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t}-r had JOO or 500 acres of first-class land
and 2,000 acres of sandplain, he would be
able to make a very good farm,

Mr. Lindsay: Provided it was the vight
ciagss of sand plain. .

The MINISTER FOR AGRICCLTCURE:
Ves, If such a seltler earried stock, he would
he able to make n pretty good living. Worked
in this way, there is a good future before
pur sandplain country. The crops at the
(*hapmman State farm this season are excep-
tionally good. I should say thev would yield
24 to 30 bushels to the acre. The crops at
the Merredin State farm are not so good as
they were last year, owing to the dry con-
ditions, The Chapman farm had a greater
rainfalt during the growing season, and the
quality of the land is better snited for light
rainfall than is the land at Merredin. Both
farms will return a yield, hut the Chapman
fzrm can be expected to give a higher return
ihan the Merredin farm. When we consider
that the Merredin experimental farm had a
rainfall of only 565 points during the grow-
ing period of this year, the results are re-
markable. 1t shows what can be done in this
sountry provided good farming methods are
adopted. T should like to pay a tribute to
the silent and effective work being done on
those farms in the way of breeding cereal
and other plants for the wheat belt. People
renerally pay but seant attention to the great
vork being done on those farms. In my
upinion it is a most valuable work—the
breeding of wheats that will resist the rav-
azes of disease and that will return profit-
able vields. These farms are breeding wheats
designed fo give a profitable yield in the
drier areas yet to be opened up. It is valu-
able work that receives little notice in the
Press or from the publie, but those who
know of it, appreciate it. The breeding of
Nabawa wheat alone has resnlted in adding
millions of bushels to the wheat yield of
:his State.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICCLTURE:
The Merredin variety of wheat 1s also very
raluable, and there has also heen produced
it the Merredin experimental farm the Co-
rsabbin wheat which has the highest miiling
nalities of any milling wheat in the State.
[t is higher than the Comeback and that is
sne of the highest in Australia. This is some
»f the work heing carried on by the Depart-
nent of Agriculture and it is the essential
xork in building up the prosperity of the
State. There are now under the eontrol of
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the department the following farms:—Mer-
redin, Chapman, Wongan Hills, Avondale,
Muresk and Denmark. The total area sown
with wheat and oats is 2400 acres., The
\wendule farnm at preseul is nol semving
the purpose of an experimental farm, be-
vause it is being utilised for the holding of
stock for the group settlements. The Group
Nettlement Department required a farm for
the bolding of stock, and Avendale was made
available to them. When it has served that
purpose, it may be used as an experimental
jarm, The guantity of wool produced last
vear was 39,336,000 lbs., valued at £4,217,-
00, During the year the following prices
were  realised—greasy, 43%%d.; scoured,
65d.; lambs, 36d.; comeback 38%d. The
high prices of last year were not maintained,
bt although they fell to some extent, I am
olad to say that the prices realised at the
vecent sales were very profitable for the wool
producer. The market prices recently have
been very satisfactory. It could not he ex-
pected that the very high prices would be
niintained over a long period, but I am in-
clined to think that the

prices now
raling  will be more permanent and
that wool growers will enjoy reason-

ahly good returns for some years to come.
On these Estimates the rabbit vote shows
a considerable ine¢rease. Members are
aware that the depredations eaused by
rabbits have been much greater during the
past season, the consequence Leing that it
has been necessary to provide an additional
amount of £1,455 for the purchase of
poison. DPoison is purchased by the depart-
ment and distribnied through the vermin
boards, for the use of settlers, the depart-
ment paying 2s. per tin for the poison and
disposing of it to the boards at Gd. per tin.
This poliey is adopied with the object of
encouraging settlers to endeavour to eradi-
cate the pest. The cost of administering
the department, including the maintenance
of the rabbit-proof fence, is about £25000
a vear. The department earries on all the
work that is necessary in dealing with
vermin. Provision has also been made for
an additional amount for the payment of
bonuses on wild dog scalps. With regard
to dairyving, although we bave still a very
long way to go before we overtake the
State's requirements in cenneclion with
butter, it is pleasing to note that a great
dewl of work is beine carried out which will
de mueh towards attaining this desirable
end. For instance, during the past year an
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additional 20,000 acres bave been sown with
permanent pasture sunitable for dairyng.
The value of silage is being realised, and,
in consequence, an additional 43 overhcad
and pit silos have been constructed duriny
the year. There is no doubt that it is
esseniial in sowe distriets for silage to be
couserved in order that stock may be
adequately fed during the dry months of
the year. Many group seftlers have now
reached the producing stage and have been
supplied with dairy steck. Up to the
present time 2,500 head-of milk cows and
heiters have been distributed to group
settlers, and arrangements have been made
for the purchase of 2,000 head of youug
dairy stock from New South Wales, Some
of the latter have already arrived in the
State. In addition, 126 pure tested dairy
sires have been secured with the object of
distributing them to dairy farmers. There
18 no doubt, as previously mentioned, that
these factors will have a waterial influence
on our butter output. Some exception has
heen taken to the purchase of heifers in the
Eastern States, and it has been alleged that
the department overlooked the elaims of
the producers in Western Anstralia. That
is not so. A thousand head have already
been purchased in Western Australia and
we are still making purchases. 1 eonsider
it is a wise poliey to purchase from the
Eastern States because we can afford in
this country tv introduce the best blood
from the Eastern States, We are buying
cattle from produeers who have been culling
stock for up to 30 years. Therefore it can
be said that we are reaping the advantage.
Tn my opinion it was the proper thing fo
go to the FEastern States for the dairy
stock we require in Western Australia.
If our settlers will look after that stock,
they will make a commencement with a
milking strain which will he of a standard
equal fo that of their competitors in the
Eastern States.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: You cannot ex-
peet to get stud cows at the price you have
heen paying.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, but we have been able to get a good
average dairy cow that has been built up
by eulling for 50 years. The cows that we
have hought all eame from establishad
dairving distriets in the Eastern States,

Mr. Lindsay: Where?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The north-east coast of New South Wales

'[ASSEMBLY.]

chiefiy.  That is one of the best dairyin
purts of Australia. Every care bag bee
taken in the selection of the stock. If tb
cows on. arrival did not lovk as well as w
expected, it was due to the fact that the
had been compelled to undergo guarantic
for a couple of wonths, on top of whic
there was the long jowrney to Wester
Australia.

Fon, Sir James Mitehell: You will L
unmortaiised by these cows if you are nc
careful,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
No, the hon. member nas that distinetior
With regard to stock for the Agrieultur:
College, we have purchased a number o
high-class Guernseys from New Sout
Wales and in them we shall have stoc
from the best strain in Australia. 'Th
more of this kind of stock we introdues
the better will it be for the country. Wit
regard to butter factories, 1 regret tha
they are not as prosperous as we woul
wish them to be. Indeed, quite a numbe
of them have been a great disappointmen
to the Government. One factory, however
has made great progress. I refer to th
Bunbury Butter Factory, The butter pro
duced is of a very high standard and °
trast that the ecompany eontrolling the con
cern will extend their operations and wil
eventually build up a great system of fac
tories on co-gperative principles, sueh a
exist in New South Wales.

Mr. Sampson : It is particularly wel
equipped and well managed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
There is no doubt about that. The averag:
price received by farmers for butter fal
was 1s. 5%%d. per |b. The potato yield was
a record one of 19,891 tons obtained frow
5,122 aeres. This yield was 2,000 tons
greater than the previous record, and the
average was 3.9 tons per acre. During the
vear it was represented to me that the
Eastern States market was fully supplied,
and that therefore there would he no gutlet
there for our surplus potatoes. It was
essential to make provision for holding over
the quantity above our requivements. This
quantity could not be held except under
eold storage conditions owing to the possi-
bility of the potatoes being destroyed
through the ravages of potatoe moth.
Arrangements were therefore made for cold
storage accomroodation at the West Ans-
tralian Meat Export Co.’s works, the Gov-
ernment agreeing to advance the freight
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wnd storage charges. The growers stated
hat 2,000 tens would be available for
itorage, but as a matter of fact only 130
ons were placed in cold store. Regarding
lie fruit industry, our orchardists are also
n a flourishing condition, and during the
cear ended 30th June last they exported
47,342 cases of apples, or about 100,000
:nses more than were shipped during the
wevious year. The total quantity of fruit
ixported during the period mentioned was
103,283 cases. The prices obtained in Eng-
and for our apples were very satis-
‘actory, and it is gratifying to know that
ve topped the market in competition with
he Eastern States and New Zealand
rrowers. The prices ranged from lds. to
W0s. per case, several econsignments aver-
ging 17s. 6d. to 18s. per case. In the early
sart. of the year when I was in Tasmania
Vestern Anunstralian apples were bringing
he highest price of any apples in Aus-
ralia.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: They have been
loing that for years.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
tecently legislation amending the Plant
Yiseases Act received the sanction of Par-
iament, the object being to keep in check
ruit-fly which caused a lot of damage in
reas adjacent to the metropolitan distrigts.
\ great many orchardists did noft bother
bout taking the necessary steps to eradicate
he fly because there was no power fo eom-
el them to do so. There were orchardists,
owever, who did their utmost fo get rid of
he pest, but their efforts were of little avail
ecause of f{he negleet of their neighbours.
'he amendment to the Aet compels all or-
hardists to give attention to the matter and
he legislation is appreciated by all con-
eroed. T regret to say that the dried fruit
adustry is not as flourishing as we would
righ it to be. This is due principally to the
act that the quantity of fruit grown loecally
;i more than is needed for local require-
wents. Last vear a quantity was exported
3 the Eastern States. The producers have
sked for power to conirol the marketing of
aseir products and the Primary Products
larketing Bill gives the facilities desired.
.5 I previously mentioned provision has
een made for {he expenditure of £5,951 for
alaries, equipment and incidental expenses
1 cannection with the Agrieultnral College.
t is proposed that operations shall com-
tence there early next year. At the present
me farming operations are being carried
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on, and the necessary arrangements are in
hand for the erection of buildings for the
accommodation and teaching of students.
The Chief Architect visited the agricultnral
colleges in the Eastern States a little while
hack, and the information he gathered will
ke of value to us in Western Australia. 1
again cxpress my pleasure that the agricul-
tural indusiry is making good progress, and,
as the result of the development now taking
place, the prospects of the industry are very
bright. The Government propose to make
provision on the Loan Estimates for the es-
tablishment of a number of experimental
farms for the purpose of determining the
limit for profitable wheat farming in the
areas east of existing settlement.  There
may be a tendency to go out too far. There
is a limit somewhere. With advanced scien-
tific knowledge snd better conditions we
might farm many miles further east. Under
present conditions, however, we know that
wheat requires a certain rainfall and it is
not wise to go too far out, even with Gov-
ernment assistance, and then have to aban-
don the whole thing. The farmer loses his
all and the State may waste thousands of
pounds. In some localities in the Eastern
Btates the settlers have gone out too far and
bave had to bear the loss, and agricul-
tural development has received a great eheck.
We do not want that sort of thing in West-
ern Australia. We propose to establish an
experimental farm in the Esperance distriet.
That will be necessary for the breeding of
ecrcals suitable to the pecaliar conditions of
the loecality. Even at Kalgoorlie this year
we have carried out some experiments and,
despite the low rainfall, some wheat has been
produced. Of course that is not to say we
can farm at Kalgoorlie, but it seems pretty
certain that with improved methods we may
yet farm a lot of eountry at present con-
sidered impossible,

Mr. Griffiths: A good deal of the eountry
between here and the goldfields eould be
brought uander cultivation as a mixed pro-
position, wheat and grazing.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
But we have a better proposition than that
for the lighter rainfalls. Grazing is now
proceeding in a rainfall only as good as that
at Westonia, and where fresh water is abun-
dant without relianee on the natural rainfall.
The whole of the country up there is now
carrying stoek. and the land is suoited to
agrienlture. In my own electorate a record
of the rainfall during the growing period
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has heen kept for some years past, and the
record shows that the rainfall is sniticient to
produce profitable crops of wheat.  That
country, of course, will earry stock from the
beginning, So, as 1 say, there is every hope
for the agrieultural industry in Western
Australia.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [6.4]: L am delighted to know
thai agriculture is progressing so satis-
factorily in Western Australia. There can
be no question about our wheat yield, nor
about the price of our wheat, for 1 under-
stand we are geiting a little more than is
paid for wheat from any other State in the
Commonwealth, 1f we had more wheat Jand
it would be eagerly taken up. We could sell
it at good prices. Therefore we should not
iesitate o proceed with its development, for
by the development of agriculture this
vountry uow lives, Unfortunately, the gold-
ticids deercased last vear to the lowest point
of production for very many years past.
Wealth has to he produced from the soil
somehow, and so agriculture has to do more
und more to replace the wealth forwerly
won  through the wining industry. It
is =atisfactory to hear that the wheat
export this year will be just as great as if
was last year. Personally T think it will be
even greater.  But there are some other
things to export besides wheat. I do not
refer to wool, for that is in a satisfactory
position. The figures show a considerable
aggregate cheque received for wool last year,
and I hope the price of wool will be main-
tained. Only the other day I read of the price
ol 105, 4d. per th, for wool from Australia.
That was in the early days of New South
Wales, and I suppose it was washed wool.
For the wheatgrower and the woolgrower
the ountlook is fairly bright, but the fruit-
erower is in a parlous position. Not only
in respect of dried fruit is there kromble, but
in respect of wine also. It is curious that
we shonld see in all our wine shops wines
from the Basiern States but very little West-
ern Australian wine. I do not know whether
we could amend the Licensing Act to make
it compulsory for all the wine shops to stock
Western Australian wines as well as wines
from the Eastern States. At all events, it
would be worth cousidering.

Hoan. 8. W, Munsie: Do nof ask us to do
it this session, or we shall be here till after
Christmas.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It woul
be very wuch mure usetful to the countr
than some of the legislation we are spendin
time on at present,

Hon, 8. W. Munsie:
opinion.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, an
L wn a very good judge. The growers o
wine are in an unfortunate position. Ver
good wine is made in this State, but for som
reason or other our habit is to drink onl
light wines. In the Old Country, 1 unde:
stand, heavier wines are eoming into mor
general use, 1f we can do anything to er
sure that Western Australian wine must b
sold in our local wine shops, we ought t
do it. I do not quite understand why it i
nob more generally sold in our wine shop
and hotels. lven in the relreshment ba
at Parliamenl House there is an absence ¢
Western Australian wines. There was o
the shelf one bottle for a long time, bu
that has now gone, and I do not see anothe
on the shelf. Lt is time we got another,

Hon, 8. W. Muasie: Lf you had asked fo
Woestern Australian wine they might hav
stocked it.

Hon. 8Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Unfe
tunately I do not dvink wine. Apart {ro
dried fruits and wine, there will be troubl
in marketing our stocks of fresh fruit. 1
addition we have just now a fremendou
crap of potatoes growing. Unless ihey ca
be shipped to Sydney, I do not see what i
going to save the growers, Af this time o
the year the Eastern States are short o
potatoes. This crop of ours was grown fo
export, We cannog use it, for it is too big
and potatoes grown at this time of the vea
do not keep very well. If this tying up o
interstate vessels at Fremantle is to continune
T do not know what our potato growers ar
to do.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: How about having
word with the shipping companies to reconw
mission the steamers?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I .t
afraid that influence is wanted somewher
else, and that T should not have very muc
influence with the power that is actuall
eansing the trouble and holding up the ship:

Mr, Hughes: You mean Tord Incheaps

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: XNo,
do not think he has anything to do with i
It is the interstate shipping to which I m
referring. The Navigation Aet. of coursi
prevents the carriage of goods from on

That is, in you



(4 Noveumper, 1423.]

Australian port to another except by the
interstate vessels. If we can ger these
sutaioes away to the Eastern Stutes we shall
iave theusands of pounds brought into this
state for potatoes juslead of, as usual,- pay-
mg thovsands of pounds to the East for
them. It may be that the potatoes van be
sent by train. 1 do not know whether the
price in the East would justify the paying
of railway freight. I ask the Mimster for
Railways to look into the possihilities. Of
rourse we could only give special rate of
freight as far as Kalgoorlie, but the Min-
ister might look into the matter and see
what can be done.

Mr. Sleeman: Wnat is to jprevenl the
potatoes going by water?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Onuly the
shipping froubles, of counrse.

Mr. Sleeman: But the erew of the “Kar-
wola” are waiting to go on board.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: it does
not matter very much to the peotato gruwer
what is the cause of the stoppage; what he
wants is a steamer to take his potatoes.

The CHAIERMAN: We had hetfer leave
aut the merits of the shipping strike.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am not
diseugsing them. T am merely dealing with
the shortage of shipping to take away our
potatoes, and suggesting that if we cannot
get ships we might send them by railway it
possible,

Mr. Teesdale: Do not mention ships, what-
ever you do.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 hope
the Minister for Railways will look into that
question. I was glad to hear the Minister
for Agriculture say that the light land ex-
periments bave turned out satisfactorily. My
idea iz that whatever feed is grown on the
farm should he put into stock. 1f we can
turn the light lands to use it will be Jargely
sheep that will be grown. I am anxious to
see if sheep cannot be carried satisfactorily
on those lands. The best wool grown is
grown on light land, not on rieh land. A
great deal can be done by an experimental
farm to prove that stock can be suecessfully
carried in addition to the growing of fair
erops. I have no wish to detain the Com-
mittee. T shonld not have risen at all, hut
that there are two or three lines of produce
very difficult to market and T wished to ask
the Government to do what they can to as-
sist the producers in gelting those lines fo
market. T am glad to see that experts have
been appointed to assist the department.
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Mr. Sutton has done wenderful work., Burt for
his ~pecially-bred witeat, we might have been
in rataer a bad way this year. He deserves
every eredit for aaving pradueed <ueh n
wheat. Altogether the department has done
much useful work.

Sitting suspended from 615 to 730 pon.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) (7.30): This
is the eighth time that L lrave addressed my-
telf to the agricultural vote. When going
throngh the country I can see the wonderful
development that has faken place sinee 1
first spoke on this question. The Minister
has given us a very encouraging report ot the
prorress of agriculture. and I ean endorse
all that ke has said regarding the wonderful
development that has taken place. Recently,
1l Minister, with other members and myself
visited the Merredin State Farm. It ever the
Merredin State Farm can justify its exist-
ence, it can do so this year. Last year the
¢rops were more spectacular, more pleasing
to the eve, and made a beiter picture
than they do this year, hut this year the
rarm has demonstrated what can be done
there as well as in the neighbonrhood around
«nd has indnced farmers in the loeality,
where therz has been & meagre rainfall dur-
ing the growing period, to follow ifs ex-
amyle. It has now been demonstrated that
n very much wider extent of country can be
nsed for wheat growingz than was thought
to he possible, becanse the rainfall is equally
goold np to Westonia and beyond. 1 recently
vame across a record of what had been fone
on the light rain ail of this vear at a farm
20 miles north of Merredin. The total rain-
fall was 804 points, and for the growing
period it was G760 pointz, which fell during
the winter months. The rain gauge is situ-
ated between the crops, These crops com-
peted at the Royal Show and were awarded
zaventh place. At the district show, how-
ever. the farmer secured first place with his
¢rnps.  The official results from this farm
wire, as judged by Mr. Rudall, of the Agri-
cultural Department. from 335 acres, 21
neshels 211bs. per acre. There were 190
acres fallowed, and 145 acres partly of new
land and partly of land that had been erop-
ped the second iime, The owner (Mr. Dums-
day) cultivates on,the three years’ rotation
svetem and carries ahout 100 head of cattle,
e tried sheep some years ago but the dogs
were too bad. The whole of the property
i= fenced with rabbit-proof netting, with
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three barbs on top, but the dogs jumped
over it. The fallowing was completed in An-
gust, 1923, and the land was cultivated in
September. It was barrowed in December
ufter 166 points of rain had fallen, and
again in Marveh after there had been 71
points of rain. The fallowed land was dise
ploughed about 2 inches decp, after the first
rains, and then drilled. Off that land the
average yield was 23 bushels to the acre with
a rainfall during the growing period of 676
points. From the unfallowed land the aver-
uge was 16 bushels. Thus for each ineh of
rain that fell during the growing period the
fallowed Jand produced 3% bushels to the
nere. This farm is on the propoesed Ben-
cubbin-Merredin - railway  extension, and
shows what can be done, and the eowpari-
gon given with Longercnong, Nhill and our
Merredin State Farm should encourage set-
tievs to aim for similar results. On Talge-
nune Nowns Farm—DMr. Lawrenee Dumsday,
last vear, for every inch of rainfall during
the growing season on fallow, secured an
average of over 3.50 bushels, Merredin Bx-
periment Farm: On fallow the average yield
of wheat for each inch of rain during the
growing period was 2.83 bushels. Longeren-
ong Agrieultural College Farm: On an aver-
age winter rainfall of 11.1 inches, the average
meld for five years has been very remark-
able, 3115 bushels to the aere, or 3.51 bushels
for each inch of winter rain. Nhill Crop
Competitions:  Mr. Blacwood, on a winter
rainfall of 11.39ins,, obtained 39.6 bushels, an
average of 3.41 bushels for each inch of
rain.  Mr, Dahlenburg, on lighfer rainfall
country, averaged 31 bushels on 8.5 inches of
winter rain, a return of 3.6 bushels for each
el of winter rain. The last three reeords
cover a five vears’ series, as against our
vne year only, but they are useful as a com-
parison. These records show that some of our
Jarmers in the ecastern wheat belt can get
good results from a meagre rainfall during
the growing period, equal to those that have
been obiained at Longerenong in the \Wim-
wera, and in the Nhill distriet where the
¢rop competitions are run, The country 20
miles north of Merredin is being rapidly
breught under eultivalion, and 1 think that
results smch as I have indicated can be
obtained there ton. I bave visited this
particular farm, which is owned by an
old settler. I went to it on the occasion
of the ex-Premier’s husiness frip into the
wheat areas. The present Premier was
also there. The farmer in question said

[ASSEMBLY.]

at the time that be was blundering along
He has done this work by following the
advice of those who know, and by visiting
the Merredin State Farm. He speaks ver)
highly of that institution. He has learne(
a very great deal from it, and has ap
plied his knowledge with good results
T'he Minister has indicated that he has hi
eve upon this partieular streteh of countr
from the wheat producing point of view
Naturally there is a limit to the distane
he will be able to go in settling people o
the land. He intends to institute experi
mental farms in what are presumed to b
the lghter rainfall portions of the eoun
try, that is to say inside the safa line o
rainfall.  Many newcomers are going int
that area. Amongst them are two youn;
fellows who have taken up land alongside th
rabbit-proof fence. In a space of two year
they have eleared 1,150 acres of forest coun
try, and that land is under crop to-day
The resnlts are truly remarkable, so mue
go that I had them published in the pape:
First of all T made guite sure that th
fignres were correct, and had been verifie
by the inspector for the distriet. That in
spector sent me a letter which reads—

Re Thos. Jenks and Geo. Williams, I
reply to yours of the 19th August, passed o
to me by Inspector Mann, T am now in
ceipt of a report from Inspeetor Burdon, wh
has had the oversight of these two men sinc
the commcncement of their operations. Th
ingpector confirms the figures ond dates quote
by Mr. Jenks. Contiruving, the inspector stat
that both men are great workers, and, in Mr
Jenks, her hushand has a staunch and willin
helper, who performa much of the light
duties of the farm, that would otherwise tal
a man's time. Coneluding, the inspector ©
marks that these two men are an example |
the digtriet. They appreciate the liberal hel
afforded by the Government, and are preparc
to de their part to the utmost. Fortunatel
both wen are powerful (Jenks I know), an
the result achieved is due to salid and inte
ligent cffort. The inspeetor has a great admi
ation for both Mr. and Mrs. Jenks and M
Williams,

These are new chums who came here wif
a little eapital.  The moral is that if =
get settlers of the right type, with a litt
capital, there is nothing to stop the
from going ahead, or others from followir
the example. The first 510 acres b
longing to these men was cleared witho
any outside help. They then had 400 acr
cleared by contract. As a sort of side lin
they ecleared 3% miles of roads, they sunk
2,000 yard dam, cut 1,200 posis in the
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spare time, and in addition
acres of erop this year.

Mr. Lindsay: Not on a 43-hour week.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No.

Aiv, Marshall: Where did they go for their
haliday?

Mr, GRIFFITHS : They did not have nne.
They were trying to make good, and they are
doing so.

Hon. i. Taylor: Those are the men we
want.

AMr. Marshall: Some have to do the work;
we do not.

Hon, G. Taylor: No one would ever accuse
vou of that.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: The record iz sn rve-
markable that T felt T must draw attention
to it. 1t is a fine record, compared with
what i1s done in the other States. I told the
member for Tocdyay about it, and he sug-
gested I should read the record to the House.
He said he would not be game to do so as
it was impossible. I have proved that the
figures are right, and that the thing was not
impossihle, for these two men have done it.

Mv. A. Wansbrough: They must have been
guper men,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Tt was heavy forest
eountry

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Get out!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 know what I am
talking about. The reeord is absolutely cor-
rect. The work has been accomplished in a
space of two vears ended last Mareh, This
shows what can be done by men who are
prepared fo work, I heard with a great deal
of satisfaction the statement of the Minister
that it was his intention to investigate the
country ont east,.and have experiments made
with the idea of seeing how far cereal grow-
ing could be extended in the safe rainfall
area. When I was member for York the
country east of Bruce Rock was frequently
talked of as being brought into use for
wheat growing. To-day that is not being
run as a mixed farming proposition, but, by
way of a start, for wheat growing. Pre-
vionsly it was considered that bevond Bruce
Rock wheat farming was “done”; but to-
day, right alongside the fence, a long way
bevond Bruce Rock and Bodalin, there are
setflers. The Surveyor General's plans show
areas still further north-east suitable for
settlement. The rainfall at Bullfinch is only
14 points less than that of Cowell, in Seunth
Australia; though there is a question whether
the Bullfinch soil is as retentive as that of

put in 1,150
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Cowell. As the (dovernment have to pay the
piper, they should ecall the tune; and they
are entitled to sny what methnds of farming
shall be adopted in this area. Under such
conditions suceess can be attained. The Min-
ister has said that the erops vary, and no
doubt they do. Round about Merredin and
to the eastward some of the crops look
mouliy, as the setllers say; but where there
has been fallowing the erops will be at all
events payable. Even last y2ar I saw at
Lake Brown crop after crop which were par-
tial failures, and standing ont among them
iwo crops that were pictures to look at.
These two crops were on laund that had been
worked for a servies of years. Fallowing
is a thing we ean hardly advoeate too much.
I hope that as time goes on the ratio of
fallowing will increase. Hecently T intro-
duced to the Premier a deputation from the
new wheat area in question. Even in this
new district there is mueh fallowing. How-
ever, when a man first goes on to his hold-
ing he is nol in a position to fallow, hut
must erop as best he ran. Often he is driven
to do things which his lieiter knowledge tells
him are not correel. In this distriet there
are 35,949 acres under crop, 17,314 acres
under fallow, 58,210 asres cleared, and 9,630
acres in process of clearing.  As regards
light lands, it 15 pleasing to learn from the
Minisfer that the Wongan Hills district is
turning out a snecess. Recently I came in
contact with an agricultural authority who
told me there was no reason why the light
lands right through to Dowerin should not
prove successful. In the Kwolyin area there
is land which has averaged just a few poinis
under 12 bushels to the acre, notwithstand-
ing a year of drought and two years of rust,
and (his is inferior country to Wongan. It
is gratifying to know that the Tammin sand
plain eountry, which has heen lying idle
for vears, a menace to the surronnding far-
mers, i1 now in nse. [ pointed out to the
farmers there that they must get every pos-
sible acre under eunltivation. Mr. Sutton
emid to me years ago that as the heavy forest
Iands came under cultivation, the light lands,
at all events within reasonable distance of
the railway, wonid also be cleared and
hrought into nse. It has turned out as Mr.
Suiton prophesied. A heavy oat suitable
for these lands has also been evolved. Tt is
appalling to see on lhe Surveyor General's
plans, even those of my electorate, large
patches unmarked, which means eountry on-
occupied, light or saltpan country. If the
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lithograrhs were brought up to date, it
wounld be found that a great deal of that
country is coming under the plongh. The
only notlable exceptions are two large estates.
Soon all that land, instead of loafing, as
one might :ay, on the railways, will be con-
tributing its quota to their traffie, It is in-
deed gratifying to know that something tan-
cible has been dune with vezard to the agri-
entival college. Numbers of farmers have
spoken to me in regard to having {heir sons
educated there. Other countries are paying
2reat attention te the technical side of agri-
culture. Certainly we here are not attempt-
ing fo do anything like what has been done
in Denmark. 1t may be thought that I quote
Denmark too frequently. However, an offi-
cer of this Iouse lLas furnished me with
an article on Denmark which I shall prob-

ably use on the Edncation Vote, because it .

zives matter for serious thought. Recently
I mentioned wire netting in this Chamber.
Netting will be a big factor in the develop-
ment of Western: Ausiralia. The effect of
what T said is contained in a paragraph pub-
lished by the “Daily News” on the 26th Aug-
ust fast-—

AMr, H. Griffiths, M.L.A., is in receipt of a
letter from Mr. H, Gregory, M.H.R,, in which
the latter states he has reeeived a memo. from
the Premier’s Department with a copy of a
message from the Prime Minister in response
to inquiries made at lis suggestion to Mr,
Collier, in which My, Bruce states:~—¢‘Your
telegram of August 4 has been received, and
the matter brought to the notiec of the Aus-
tralian Commonwealth Line of Steamers in
Sydney, and the following reply hag been re-
ceived:—‘We have already arranged to carry
wire netting by the s.3, Ferndale; leaving
Sydney August 8. Phosphorus being a dan-
gerous cargo, cannot be earried on a passen-
ger steamer, but subjeet to stowage and quan-
tity being suitable will ecarry this in the
Ferndale as requested.’’’ Mr. Gregory says
he is making an effort to induce the Prime
Minister to make a portion of the loan for
wire netting available for Western Australia
immediately, although it will undoubtedly be
too late now to be of any value this scason.
Myr. Gregory’s letter was in reply to one sent
by Mr. Griffiths regarding the rabbit men-
ace.

I got myself rather into hot water with
certain people heeause | told them what
was self-evident, that they had rabbits in
their distriet. Land agents who were in-
terested thought that my statement would
depreciate the value of the land. However,
the farmers rather complimented me on the
stand I took, saying that they did not want
to sell their lands. Everybody concerned
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knew the rabbits were there. In using
those Hgures, I was endeavouring to get
Mr. Gregory to do something. When |
stated here the action I had taken, I was
told that no wire netting had ever comw.
litdeed, 1 was contradicted point-blank by
the Minister for Lands. However, 1 have
proved that I was right and that he was
wrong. | listened with pleasure to the
aceount of the progress of the agvricultural
industry which was given by the Minister
for Mgricultere. That industry is a great
stand-by for Western Auvstralin,  Unless
more mines are discovered, we shall have
to depend solely on agrienlture in 20 years
time. I hope that such will not be the ease,
It that we shall have the industries of
mining and farming side by side. I trust
the Agricultural Depariment will secure the
best scientific advice on the problems of
agriculture here, and that by the opening
of the Agrieultural Collegze and by the
aperations of our agrieultural farms, and
also by paying close attention to what is
being done by more up-to-date and more
seientifie nations, we shall get that increase
of which the lands of Western Aunstralia
are capable. The resnlts we are obtaining
al present do not represent more than a
fraction of what our lands are eapable of
producing.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [7.58]: It is
gratifying to hear the account given by the
Minister for Agriculture of the progress of
the industry in Western Australia. Wheat
growing has progressed well during the last
few years, bui sheep raising has not alto-
gether kept paee with that development.
Qur wheat vield of last year approached
24,000,000 bushels, and the price was
rather good, representing something over
six millions sterling to the State. I have
always regarded the assistance given bv
the Agricultural Department té the wheat
growers as rather limited. Our agricultural
lands have, generally speaking, been seftled
by men without knowledge of the industry,
men who had to learn as they went along.
In order to get the produetion which West-
ern Australia needs, eduealion in agricul-
ture is essential. We cannot wait to
educate the rising generation, hnt must hy
direct aetion educate the men who are on
the land, The yvield of wheat here is low,
althongh last year it was the highest since
1890—12.2 bushels to the acre. The canse
of that high wvield was an improvement
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in the methods of farming. 1 have
suid here before that as regards the
wheat lelt we have not yet even begun
to  farm, exeept in  isolated  instances.
Muney spent in connection with the work of
experts emploved in the wheat =ection of the
Agricultural Department, enabling men with
knowledge to lecture throughout the coun-
try areas and give practical demonstrations
to show how wheat should be grown, will
he of advantage not only to the farmers
themsclves, hut to the State. One must re-
cognise that agriculture is one of the grest
primary ndustries that we ean develop and
at the same time enrich the leritage of
future zenerations, It is different from the
mining industry or the timber industry, for
the more we develop agriculture the better
it will he for those who follow ns, Even with
the huge extent of terrilory that we have
to-day, there are many millions of aecres
in Western Australia where wheat will be
grown in the future, In my own electorate,
practically a guarter of the wheat produced
in Western Australia was grown last vear.
Despiie the fact that it is a great wheat-
growing portion of the State, the yield did
not exceed a bushel to the acre for the whole
of the land. The statisties made available
hy Lhe Statistical Department for the Wyal-
catchem sub-division, disclose that although
there are 1,800,000 acres of land there, only
171,000 acres were under crop. That shows
what & huge area we have to further im-
prove and develop. One reason why we
have not developed as fast as conld be de-
sired is that many farmers have too much
land, whilst many are land poor. Although
we have been settling our light lands for
the past 19 or 20 years, it is only during the
past 12 months that the Government have
done anything iv show what those lands will
produce, When we look back over what has
heen done we rvealise that at least 70 per
cent. of the country is what may be deseribed
as light land. Further, we find that railways
have been running through those areas for
many yvears. It is surprising, therefore, that
past Governments have not attempted be-
fore now to demonstrate what those areas
will produce. Omne reason why attention
has not heen particularly devoted to this
aspect iz that during the early years of land
setflement, from 1911 o 1914, it was noticed
that the licht lands were producing crops
when the forest eountry was not deing so
satisfactorily. This was ewing to the light
rainfall. Tn consenuence, the Agriculiural
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Bapk and, 1 believe, the officers of the Agri-
cultural Department, advised farmers to
clear holdings in the light land country.
The result. wus that farmers cleared the
lizht lands, and, as we do our heavier forest
country, they seratched the land. Thus it was
that from 1915 to 1919, the bad methods of
farming did not procure the results that
were anticipated. They were wet years and
in consequence of the results obtained, the
Industries Assistance Board refused to make
available sufficient money to cnable the set-
tlers to secure manure and farm their pro-
pecties properly. The want of finanee was
also a big factor. However, the yelds were
very low. Then the Agricultural Depart-
ment and the Agricultural Bank whelly con-
demned the light lands and refused to make
advances to the settlers, Tt is true that there
were a number of failures, und praetically
the whole of the failures experienced by the
Acgrieultural Bank were conbined to those
who were seftled on light lands. Since then
we have devoted attention to the develop-
ment of those areas and we have proved dur-
ing the last tour vears that our light lands
will produce payable erops. I believe I am
enrreet in saying that the light lands dur-
ing the past four years have produced bigrer
~ields than the forest country. Notwith-
standing that faet, we find that the Govern-
ment departments to-day evidently consider
the light lands werthless and are practically
condemning them. The Agrieultural Depart-
mwent has done something to develop the
light lands, and [ commend tbe officers for
their endeavours. Experimental plots have
heen established throughout the wheat belt
and the results are available to the various
Government departments as well as to others
who are inferested. One partienlarly in-
formative undertaking is that at Benenbbin
where experiments are being carried out on .
what is rerarded as second or third class
conntry. Tt is land respeeting which the
Agrienltural Bank will not advance a penny
unless the holdings of farmers, which contain
such areas, also emhrace GO0 acres of first
class land. We know that the experiments
that have beeu conducted there nnder field
vondition have produced an average of 23
bushels to the acre, and this year the average
will be about the same. There are ofher
places where small experimental plots are
hwing eondueted by the Agrieultural Depart-
ment. Nofwithstanding the fact that good
regults have been shown, other Government
departmenis do not seem to wake np to the
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faet that our light lands have been proved.
Then there is the Wongan Hilis farm. Hun-
dreds of thousands of aecres of similar land
are to be found and thousands of acres of
the same class of country are under cultiva-
tion. 1 know many thousands of acres of
that type of land where returns of over 20
bushels to the acre have been secured. It
has Lo be realised that we have not merely
one fype of hight land bt several types.
While we will gain a lot of information
from the work that is being carried out at
the Wongan Hills farm, there are many
other plares where different types of light
lands are available for experimental pur-
poses. Those areas should be tested as well.
I believe the Minister should endeavour 1o
multiply the number of experimental plots
so as to tesi oul all elasses of light Jands.
My experience tells me that there are mil-
lions of acres of light land in the wheat
helt (hat eould he brought uunder profitable
cultivation provided, of course, that good
seasons continue and that the prices remain
satisfactory. If those conditions should
obiain, those areas should be developed
rapidly in the course of a few vears.
HKecently the department classified 1,500,000
acres i the easiern portion of my
clectorate. That land is in a very dry spot
and we have not yet solved the problem as to
how far we can safely go with our farming
operations, bearing in mind thé rainfail
conditions. The member for Avon (Mr.
Griffiths) gave particnlars regarding the
crops in Light rainfall areas. It is essential
in those parts that the settlers shall farm
the land properly. T understand the Mir-
ister is contemplating the establishment of
small farms in this dry area in order to test
the country regarding wheat production and
the necessary rainfall to secure returns. Tf
_he does so, it will be a fine thing for the
State and for the agrienltural industry. T
Letieve it will result in bringing under erop
huge areas that are not ufilised to-day.
If the Government are to assist the farmers
finanecially in those dry areas, it is essential
that the officers of the Agricultural Depart-
ment shail know exaetly how that country
i~ 1o be farmed, and only those settlers who
are prepared to farm their holdings in ac-
cordance wilh the knowledge acquired by the
department should be financed by the Gov-
ernment. In the original sctilement of the
wheal belt, sometimes erops were secared with
the seratching of the land, but sometimes
they were not. The methods that we adopted
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in the wet areas of the wheat belt were also
used in the dry portions with the resnlt that
we did not get the results that should have
been obtained. That was because dry farm-
ing methods were not utilised. 1 believe
there are only two field officers dealing with
the wheat work. 1 understand there¢ is the
superintendent of the State farms and an-
other field officer and those are the only two
of whom I am aware.

The Minister for Agriculture: There are
more.

Mr. LINDSAY: T have not heard of any
others in connection with wheat.

The Minister for Agrienlture : Apart
from those I refer to we have about a dozen
cadets coming ou.

Mr. LINDSAY: But they are not avail-
able yet, T have lived in wmy electorate in
the midst of wheat growers for many years
and I do not know of any departmental
officer who has come to the distriel for many
vears past in order to give us lectures and
practical demonstrations.

The Minister for Agviculture: That is
part of Mr. Sutton’s work.

Mr. LINDSAY: In Western Australia
we have many millions of pounds involved
in the agrienltursl industry and any success
gained by individual farmers will benefit the
State. 1t is essential, therefore, to have
ofiicers capable of teaching the farmers
either by way of lectures or by practical
demonsiration, I ecan illustrate my point
when T say that T have been on farms where
the settlers have asked me what was wrong
with their work. I found that what they
lacked was merely elementary knowledge. I
saw a man putting in his erop and he
told me how deep he was able to turn up
the ground before putting in his seed. If
an officer had been available who knew his
work he would have stopped fhe man at
once, ns 1 did, His methods of farming
meant il the difference between failure and
sneeess. Thus it is that expert adviee made
available to the farmers will be of benefit
not only to the individual but to the Siate.
The State should make use of direect action
and see that these men are tanght proper
farming metheds.

Mr. A. Wansbrongh: There are some men
who cannot be taught.

Me. LINDSAY: T have ascertained thaf
sinee T have heen in this Honse. I refer ic
the average man and T think he can be
taught. The memher for Coolgardie (Mr
Lambert) dealt with the application of
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seience to the mining industry and referred
to what was being done in America. Cer-
tainly millions of dollars have been spent in
the furtherance of agriculture in the United
States whereas we cannot afford to do any-
thing of the sort. "When we realise what
has been done in Western Australia and
what the results in America have been, de-
spite the application of science and the ex-
penditure of much money in encouraging
wheat growing, we rvealise that our position
is indeed satisfactory. We can also realise
what there is ahead of us. ln America from
1890 to 1921 the average wheat yield in four
wheat-producing States was 13.8 bushels to
the acre. En the spring-wheat States of
North Dakota and Soutl Dakota the average
in the former State from 1890 to 1921 was
9.2 bushels per aere, and in South Dakota
over the same period, 11.9 bushels per acre.
Although we have not yet started farming
properly in Western Australia our average
i1s quite equal to that. I agree with the mem-
ber for Coolgardie when he referred to the
millions spent in econneetion with experi-
mental farming; vet notwithstanding that,
we have not started to farm yvet. When we
do, our results will be mueh better than have
been obtained in America. Mr. Sutton is
striving for a 13-bushel average. I believe
we will gef more than a 15-bushel average
when we start to farm properly. Seeing that
we get much more than the American spring
wheat average, it will give hon. mem-
bers some idea of the possililities
ahead of this State. In many of the older
.settled areas the farmers are getting down
to proper methods. T have yet to learn
much regarding what the soils in my distriet
will produee.

The Minister for Agrieulture: You have

to leave something for the other fellow who
comes afterwards.

Mr. LINDSAY: T wish to see as much as
possible done in my own time. Agriculture
is very different from all other primary in-
dustries, in that we can develop it to the
utmost without disinheritineg future genera-
tions. It is our duty to do as much as we
can in our own fime for our own benefit and
for the benefit of those who follow us. I
am not at all satisfied with the amount pro-
vided on the Estimates for the wool and
sheep expert. My distriet, in the near
fuinre, particularly when we get the water
scheme, will carry probably hundreds of
thousands of sheep. N
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Mr. A, Wansbrough: Then you will not
grow any wheaf.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, we shall.  Being
new to ihe job of handiing sheep, we shall
reguire expert advice, but there is only one
sheep and wool expert for the whole of
Western Australia, and how would it be
possible for him to advise everyone? Again,
there are many millions of pounds invested
in the sheep and wool industry and in future
there will be still more, and yet we find that
ihe wool and sheep expert is receiving about
two-thirds of the salary of the poultry ex-
pert or some other expert.  One wonders
what the salary is based on. The same ap-
plics to the wheat experts, of whom there
are two, apart from the eadets who, I under-
stand, belong to the fruit branch.  Some
thousands of pounds are provided for fruit
experts, but T cannot find anything for other
experts apart from what I have mentioned.
The very Facl that the men engaged in agri-
culture have been taken from other avoca-
tions shows the need for providing experls
to disseminate information amongst them. If
is recognised thai, in order to be sueeessiul,
we must bring scienee to our aid. We must
know what to do and we must know why we
do it. The lectures formerly given should
be revived. We eannot learn too much about
the industry whieh is doing more than any-
thing else to bring prosperity to the State.
T am only scrry that the Estimates do not
provide larger sums for the education of
the men who at present are engaged in the
industry.

MR. ANGELO ((iascovne) [8.15]: I am
sure that every member is watching with a
very jealous eye to see that no inereases are
viven that are not thoroughly warranted.
We are told by the Minister that there is an
increase of £17,717 for the department, but
when we deduct the amount for the College
ni Agrieulture, whieh is a totally new de-
parture, and eompare the remainder with the
vote of last vear, we find that the inerease
is only £3,602. I think every member is
satisfied that this is the one department with
which we must not be niggardly. It is the
most important department in the service of
the State. If is really the key department of
the various Government activities. We have
the Lands Departwment to do the foundation
work of placing men on the land; then come
the Pnblic Works and Railway Departments
who provide the facilities for housing the
prinlucers on the land they have taken up and
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iransporting their produce to market, but it
is due entively to the wise administration of
the Department of Agriculture and the ad-
vice disseminated by the experts whether the
producers are to be snecesstul.  The future
of the soldier seltlement scheme, the group
gettlement scheme, and other forms of land
settlement Ly the department is in a great
measure dependent upon the advice given by
the departmeni.  The {ufure financial pros-
perity of the State is largely dependent upon
the wise administration of this department.
Theiefore it is most necessary that the work
shouid be earried out in a way that will be
truly beneficial to the State, and this can
be done only by having the best experts ob-
tainahle to advise the producers. Think of
the ramifications of the department! They
have to control the cattle industry, the sheep
indusiry, the pig industry, wheat growing
and the growing of all other cereals, the
fruit and dairying industries, and even wine
growing——

Mr. Teesdaie: Do not forget the cotton.

Ar. ANGELOQ: That is one to be added
to the list. With the exception of timber
and mining, the whole of the primary pro-
duetion of the State is under the supervision
of the Department of Agriculture. For that
reason [ am glad that the members for
Toodyay and Avon have stressed the neces-
sity for having the very best experts pro-
curable, even though it be necessary to
double the vote of the department. When we
realise what excellent results are following
the dissemination of expert advice in other
countries, surely it is not too much to ask
that similar work be undertaken here. When
we review the salaries paid to the various
experts, it is a matter for wonder. If they
are really such clever men—and I do net
say they are not—they could make four or
five times as much if they started business m
their own. If they are such good men, they
should rertainly be paid more than they are
receiving to-dav, and if thev are not good
men, their services should be dispensed with
and men who are experts should be engaged.

The Minister for Agriculture: Does it ever
occur to vou that, if they were on their own,
they might prove to be very bad business
men?

Mr, ANGELO: There mav be an excep-
tion that proves the rule, but none of the
giiaries 13 anxthing like in keeping with
what a sood farmer or a good waol or fruit-
vrower wonld make by working on his own
aceount. We are very fortunate in having
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us head of ilte department a Minister who
himself is a farmer. He has proved a very
approachable man. When, the producers
kave wanted any measure, he has listened to
their reyuest, and has assisted them to attain
theiv desires. We had an illustration of that
last night when the Minister piloted through
the House the very important Bill to deal
with the destruction of vermin. The ap-
pointment of a Direetor of Agriculture,
made some four yvears ago, was a wise step
hecause it ensures a continuity of poliey for
agriculture in this State. Previously we had
Ministers eniering and leaving office, and we
did not have the continuity of policy that we
enjoy to-day. From what I have read in
ihe newspapers, I judge that the experts are
giving the Minister and the Direcior that
loyal support which is essential to success.
They seem to be imbued with energy and
enthusiasm. I welcome the establishment of
ithe Agriculiural College.  Because of the
lnck of such an institution in the past, I
fear this State has lost a lot of its best
brains. I know quite a number of lads who
have made good in our secondary schools,
and have taken their degrees in engineering
at the University, and then left the State be-
canse we could not absorb them. If we could
persnade that type of lad, who hitherto has
been lost to the State, to take an aetive in-
terest in agriculture, instead of entering
other professions which in this State are
over-manned, we should be doing good, be-
cause we could absorb all the students that
nase through the Agrienltural College. I was
glad the other day to visit the Merredin State
Farm in company with the Minister, and to
see the hundreds of farmers who aitended
the field day there and took advantage of
the lectures ably delivered by the director
and his staff.

Mr. Griffiths: They took a very intelligent
interest in everything.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, but could not further
uge he made of the State farms? The men
to whom the director and his staff were talk-
iny are already settled on the land. Cer-
tainly the advice thev received must assist
ihem to get more out of the land than they
have got In the past. but would it not be
possible to make the State farms even more
serviceable and beneficial? T suggest that
on the aceasion of field days, ov the day
after, the publie schools of the metropolitan
area should be invited to send parties of
lads, sav to the number of 200 or 300 alin-
gether, for a visit to one of these farms. We
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should ciiouse lads who are jusi beginning
to think of their future and the line of life
on which they will strike ont. Give them a
day or fwo un a Slate farm: eet them in-
terested in firming, and let them sce what
tihe life really means. If they could meet
tie men who are doing well and could see
how happy and prospervus they are, many
of them able to drive molor cars, we might
induee some o) them to make up their minds
that their tuiure is on the land.

Mr. Grifliths: 1t should not co=t much,
eiti.or.

Mr. ANGELO: No. They conlid take their
rugs and tin cups, plates, knives and forks
awd have a jolly zood pienie, and they would
aequire some knowledge ot farming and
prohably a taste for the life.

Mr. Griftiths: It is a good suggestion.

Mr. ANGELQ: 1 was going to suggest to
the Minister how agriculture could be sue-
cezsfully and profitably extended to the
North-West, but we have heard to-day
‘hat the member for Pilbara (Mr. Lamond)
intends to move for the appointment of a
Royal Commission to inquire into the best
methods of developing the North. [ hope
the motion will be carried and that the Royal
Commission will be appointed. Consequently
I zhall reserve any remarks as to meibods
for developing the North-West until the
eommission is appoinfed. 1 find on the Fs-
timates an item for a tropical adviser. The
tropical adviser has been very much absent
for many months past. A sum of over £300
was voted last yvear towards his salary. That
Las been saved. I suggest to the Minister
that he might expend that money on getting
the loan of the services of an engineer from
India or somewhere ¢lse where they are ae-
enstomed to irrigation works, especially in
dry rivers such as we have in the North. If
w+ could obiain the services of such a man
promptly, e eould report whether the dry
rivers of the North would lend themselves to
damming and water conservation, and his
evidence would he of material assistance to
the proposed commission. Last wnight the
Minister suecessfully piloted the Vermin
Ll through the Fouse, but every member
who represents the producers will agree
with me that there is a menaee that is just
as serious as the dingo, and that is the rab-
Int. The rabbit is becoming more numerous
every day. Recently T was driving through
‘he Upper Swan and ran over a rahbhit on
the road. Thatshows how close to the coastal
aveas the pest has reached. CGoine through

the wheat areas, where at one time the rab-
Mt could be seen only oecasionally, tiey are
noew to be found in their hundreds, and
wiemers irom those parts will hear me anf
wuin 1 osay that the rabbits are levving a
seavy toll on the crops this year. Hezarding
wire netting, I hope the Minister is giving
the ruestion of supplving it to farmers, very
serious eonsideration. It should be supplied
on long terms. Wlhether we are going to
continue to import it or inake it locally is a
»dalier that we ecan diseuss later, but the
fact remains that tens of thousands of tons
of 1t are needed urgently for the producers.
1 hope that when members are dealing with
1he vote this year and in future years, they
will recognise the necessity for giving ihe
Minister and his officers every encourage-
men{, because the fnture prosperity of the
State depends in a great measure upon the
succeseful administration of the Agricultural
Department,

ME. BROWN (Pingelly) [8.35]: I am
#ad to know that the Government realise
that the backhone of the State is agrienlture.

Hon. S. W, Munsie: It is about time that
wou realised also that the Government now
in power have done more for it than any
uther Government in the past.

Mr. BROWN: Land in the farmine dis-
{riete is inereasing in value hy leaps aumd
Lounds, In the Great Southern areas we firnd
row that the seil is exhansted, and that it
will not produce the amount of grain that it
vielded in j ast years when it was new. The
hwlder: of the land, however, are adopting
o'her methods and are making a good deal of
monev by engaging in mixed farming, Sheep
avw are to a arcat extent tnking the place of
whent growing. 1 regret very much that
datrying has not got ihe hotd that we 2x-
pected of it, hat the reason is apparen:,
Owners of areas now find that it is possible
to make an easier living by runningz sheep
ard consequently thev will not go in for the
heavier work which would keep them occu-
pied almost throughout 1the 24 hours. In the
oider =ettle’l distriets there is no more land
available that can be thrown open for settle-
ient, except whal may be regarded az second
and third elass. Respecting this elass of
cmntry it is only the holders of adjoining
properties that will take it w~, beeause they
are in a position to utilire and improve the
infertor land. A neweomer cannot do that.
Ti will alro be necessarv for the Government
to #o further aficld in throwing open land
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for settlement. The Government will be ob-
liged to extend the Eastern wheat belt, and
they will also have to provide facilities in the
way of railway transport and water supply.
1 am glad to know that the Uovernment are
realising the peed for this. It would be money
well spent if they could raise capital for the
extension of the eastern wheat belt.  This
work should be done rapidly because re-
turns will come quickly.

Hon. G. Taylor: Over-borrowing is a
zood way to seltle any person.

Mz, BROWN: Yes, if the money is spent
in a direetion that is bound to prove repro-
ductive. Nothing can be more reproductive
than putting money inte good agrieultural
land, and I think we still have large areas of
it. Let me give an idea of the manner in
which property has enhanced in valne. The
unimproved value of land at Bruce Rock a
few years hack was £279,020. To-day the
figures arc £818,433.

The CHAIRMAN: I think this diseus-
sion had better take place when the Lands
Estimates are under consideration.

Mr. BROWN: We are discussing agri-
culture, and my remarks apply to agricul-
ture generally. I am pleased to notice thui
the Government have appointed a veterin-
ary pathologist. 1 do not know whether
he has yet discovered anything that is
likely to prove of value to Western Austra-
lia. In any case I sineerely hope that the
Government will net stint his laboratory m
regard to appliances. The laboratory of
such an officer should be up to date. He
should have every opportumity to discover
the cause of Beverley disease, which is
destroying so many sheep along the Great
Southern distriet, and which is now spread-
ing to the northern parts of the State. [
also notice that there is a botanist in the
department. These two officers should
work in conjunction, hecause in my opinion
the cause of the disease is some herbage
that is growing on cleared lands as the re-
sult of the introduction of superphosphate.
It is elear that the officers that are investi-
gating the disease have been baffled up to
date, and that is all the more reason why
they should work in eonjunction. If they
should he fortunate enouzh to discover the
cause of the disease and then he able to
prevent its spread, an immense benefit will
be conferred on the sheep growers. The
economic loss resulting from the death of
s0 many sheep from the disease can well he
imagined. T notice, too, that there is a
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dairy and pig expert. I do not remember
ever baving run across either, but I regard
it as important that we should lhave such
experts, because if the State is to thrive
we must depend to a great extent on dairy-
ing and pig-raising. A few days ‘ago L
asked a question about the importation ot
dairy cows. My reason was that in my
electorate no less than 100 cows could have
Yeen purchased with advaniage to the de-
partment, Ope man who had eows for sale
said he would guarantee to make eight to
ten puunds of butter per week from each
cow. Ile could have disposed of these to
the Government, but he sent them to Perth
and sold them for anything they wonld
fetch, The prices they realised were from
£6 to £10. There is no reason way the ex-
pert of the department showid not have
visited this district to see whether cows
were available for sale. In the distriet I
represent people have so muel land and
are running so many sheep that they are
now disposing of the cattle. In fact they
are too prosperous just there and that is
why they have no desire to eontinue to
keep cows. T had the opportunity the other
day of visiting Reckingham, and while
there I ran into a mob of cattle that had
just been landed from a steamer. When I
saw them first I thought that I was looking
at a mub of steers, but 1 soor discovered
that they were all cows or heifers. I admit
that they had just been taken off the
steamer, and consequently were in poor
condition. Abont 90 per cent. were shorl-
horns and the others were of no particular
breed at all. All were dry heifers, and there
was no likelihood of their being in profit
for 12 months. If the dairy expert had
gone into my distriet he would have heen
able to get cattle that were in profit and all
could have been sent to the group settle-
ments straight away., I do not suppose he
would have heen able to get all the cattle
that he wanted, but at any rate the eattle
there were acclimatised, and could have
been sent divect to the settlers, The eows
that have been imported will require to
hecome acclimatised, and when they are
sent to the southern districts will probably
gat rickets by eating the zamia palm, whick
grows there. Probably, therefore, losses
will be suostained. The mmember for Gas
coyne has told us that he would like to sec
stndents sent to experimental farms to
learn a little abont farming. I should like
to see something done in respect of ow
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girls who are just leaving school. How
many of them ean milk a ecow? I should
Jike to see those girls faken to a large dairy
and taught to milk. T know a farmer who
got married, only to find that his wite could
not mitk a cow. Most of our young women
think it degrading to milk a cow. I do not
agree with that. If I were a young man
again and looking for a wife 1 should cer-
tainly take one that eould milk a cow. I
remember being at a ball at which a lot of
city people were presenl. I commented on
the attractive appearance of a certain
young lady, but the city lady to whom I
made the remark said, “Why, she comes
from the country, and you can smell the
cowdung on her.” 1 do not like that sort of
thing. If Western Australia is to thrive,
it is necessary that our young women
should be able to milk a cow. There is
always a demand for butter, and if the
South-West is really to presper it will only
be through the settlers there having wives
who can help them and do their shave of
the work by milking the cow. I want to
praise the sheep and wool expert. He is
doing a vast amount of good to the industry
in Western Anstralia. As the result of his
adviee, farmers in my district are growing
some of the finest sheep to be found in Aus-
tralia. He is only too eager to give lectures
and point out fo the farmers how important
it is to grow a good sheep rather than a
bad one. T am pleased to note that the
Government have esiablished an agricul-
tural college. Such a college mnst inevit-
ably result in very great henefit to the
State. To-day we have varieties of wheat
that a few years ago were quite unknown.
Xo doubt the work of hybridising wheats
with a view to producing special varieties
for special localities will be considerabls
advanced in the agrieultural college. Aore-
over, the establishment of sneh a college
will mean a good advertisement to the
State. I hope that whenever the Govern-
ment are met with a request for improved
facilities for some small body of seftlers,
thev will do their best to grant it. I have
no douht the agrieultural industry is going
fo thrive in Western Aunstralia. We have
thousands of our own young men only too
eager to take up land if the land could be
made available for them. We know we
have that land, for to-day we can go as far
as the Esperance distriet and still find
excellent wheat land. Having rerard to
the condition of agriculture generally, and
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purlicnlarly to wheat growing, I make no
dou’t that before long Western Australia
will be producing a 30 million bushel wheat
harvest.

MR. SAKPSON (Swan) [8.31]: The
present session will be eounted remarkable
for the introduction of a measure one of
whose objects is the eontrol of the marketing
of fruit. There is great need for this mea-
sure, for at present we have an impending
glut of stone fruit. Within the next four
or five weeks we shall hegin to hatvest the
apricot crop. Unfortunately, no progress
has been made with the organising of mar-
kets, and so 1 am afraid that we shall have
‘his venr a repetition of the disastrons zlut of
1920-21.

Mr. Davy: What would they do with stone
fruit if they had those powers?

Mr, SAMPSON: The work of the organ-
ising committee would be to discover and
open up new markets for the fruit.

The CHATIRMAN: T draw attention to
No, 127 of the Rules of Debate, which pre-
seribes that no member shall allude to a de-
bate in the other Fouse of Parliaraent or to
any measure impending therein. The Prim-
ary Products Marketing Bill is before the
Upper House now.

Mr. SAMPSON: I shall endeavour to
refrain from referring to that Bill. I am
merely pointing out what would be done by
the advisory hoard for the marketing of
fruit.

The CHAIRMAN: But the hon. member
is referring to the subject matter of the Bill
hefore another place.

Mr. SAMPSON: The committee of diree-
tion nnder the Aet in Queensland has to see
that there is a market for the fruit as it is
producrd. The suecess of their efforts has
heen strikingly demonstrated in respect of
the pineapple crop.

Mr. Davy: Where wounld you get markets
for apricots if there was a glut?

Mr. SAMPSON: Tn every town throngh
the wheat belt. Also a committee of diree-
tion in this State could take a quantity of
frosh fruit off the market and have it evap-
orated, dehydrated, dried or processed. An-
other method of relieving the market would
be by the establishment of a pulping plant
for apricots.

Mr. Davy: Ts there any law to prevent
that being done now?

My. SAMPSON: No, except that at pre-
sent it is nohody’s business to do it and con-
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sequently it is not done. The result is that
the production of fruit gives very poor re-
turns.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: The pulping of
tomatoes last year meant £900 to the growers.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes; unfortunately the
dehydrating of fruit from other areas is
searcely practicable, since the only plant in
Western Australin is at Kendenup,

Mr. Thomson: Products have been brought
from Vietoria to be dehydrated at Kendenup.

Mr. SAMPSON: Only by way of experi-
ment, I Vietoria a good advance has been
made in popularising the “Bat more fruit”
slogan. The Commissioner of Railways has
given special attention to that eampaign
with a view to inereasing the traffic on the
railways. The greatest success has been in
regard to dried froits. “Eat more
anvants,”  “lSat move citrus,” and “BEat
more dried fruits,” are well-known slo-
gans in Victoria, and the Government
practise the gospel preached by the Commis-
stoner. Wherever one goes on the railway
system of Victoria, and wherever there are
refreshment rooms, it is possible to buy
raisin bread and raising, and there is avail-
able a supply of choice fruit. In regard to
the export of oranges, growers have faced
great difficulties. I do not claim to under-
stand the diseases that affect frmit that is
packed. It is a faet that oranges that were
packed for shipment overseas the year be-
fore last were attacked in many eases by some
fungus diseases. It would be a good thing
if a fruit pathologisf were appointed; or,
if there is insufficient work for a whole-time
fruit pathologist, which I doubt, possibly an
arrangement might he made whereby the
professors or stndents of the University
might give the necessary assistance. I am
advised that in Queensland the cormmittee of
direction has had assistance from the Bris-
bane University in this matter. Unguestion-
ably there is need for research work in re-
speet to the diseases with whiech both fruit-
trees and fruit are affected. With respect
to the refrigeration system on steamers,
something too ought to be done. At present,
as I understand the position, it is impessible
for those who send fruit away to know that
a uniform temperature has been maintained
in the refrigerator during the course of the
voyage. When fruit is beld in a fempera-
ture that varies to o considerable degree, the
fruit cells, instead of bheing held in suspense,
break down and great loss follows, I know
of growers in the hili= distriet, who, in the
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season before last suffered not only loss of
fruit, but were faced with a bheavy bill to
pay. For this to happen after a year’s
work is very discouraging. The work
of the committee of direction includes that
of organising new markets. Mr. Ranger,
the manager of the committee in Brisbane,
gives this matter special attention. 1 believe
Western Australia has been or will shortly be
exploited in regard to the supply of bananas
and pineapples. I do not know that we
want any more fruit here, but we must ap-
plaud the efforts of the committee that is
doing its work so well, and is endeavouring
to find a market for the rapidly increasing
production ¢f Queensland orchards. On =
previous oceasion 1 referred to the area
under orchards in Western Australia. The
faet that this area is deereasing is an un-
answerable argument in favour of the in-
dustry being organised. In 1915-16, ac-
cording to the Commonweslth Year Book,
the area under orchards in Western Aus-
tralia was 21,805 ucres. The latest figures
are contained in the Year Book for 1924,
and they refer o the period 1922-23, when
the area under Eruit trees was 19,405 acres.
That is 2490 aeres less than the aren in
1915-16. I challenge anyone in the Housc
to produce figures in connection with any
industry, primary or secondary, where theve
has been such a retrograde movement.

[Mr. Panton took lhe Chair.]

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Most of that land
is used for grazing,

Mr, SAMPSON: The area has been put
to a more profitable use.

Mr. Thomson: Why do you suggest that
fraityrowing is unpopular?

Mr. SAMPSON: That is due te the lack
of organisation. Although the fruit is pro-
duced, no market exists for it. If is no one’s
husiness to see that a market is provided.

Mr. Davy: Whose business is it to see
that the wool or the wheat finds a market?

My, SAMPSON: There is a world-wide
demand for wool, which is not a quickly
perishable product, as fruit is.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Government
had to assist in the early stages of wool and
wheat marketing.

Mr. Davy: Never in the history of this
State.

Mr. SAMPSON: If we read the history
of agriculture in Australia we find that bonn-
ties have been given in practieally every
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avenue, but 1 have yet to learn that we have
had any bounty for the fruir industry in
Western Australia,

Mr. Liny: Has there been a bounty on
wool in this State?

Mr. SAMPSON: Tbere has been no
bounty for our fruit. We nave as vet been
unable to 1ake part in the export of processed
fruit. The Federa! hounty was nol received
by us in this State, 1 have here ligures relat-
ine to the arca of orcharvds which are commer-
cially conducted.  The Year Book shows
that the area of such orchards for 182223
waus 14,722 acres.  Whichever figure we take
we find a heavy deerease. The last rigures
I have quoted show the position to he worse
than in the case of the first figures. Lt
us consider cases where there have been
heavy inereases in produetion, ln the mat-
ter of raisins, the production increased from
2,163 ewt. in 1918-19 to 6,748 cwt. in 1922
23, Although the position is reversed there,
there having heen an inerease of more than
200 per eent. within the period, the growers
of raising nevertheless tind themselves in
an almost hopeless position. The member
for Guildford, who represents portion of the
dried fruit distriet, would be able to tell
maombers of sowe of the disabilibies under
which these growers suffer. It is commonly
reported that many of the returned men
are considering the question of walking off
their holdings.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The matter will he
dealt with on the Lands Estimates.

Mr. SAMPSON: There 15 no control in
vevard to dried fruit, In this matter our
position is peeculiar. In the neighbouring
States of Victoria and South Australia there
are Acts whieh control the industry. OQur
products, so we are mformed, invade these
markets, and possibly are deing something
to break down the eontrol which the growers
in those States have established. That is
much to be regretted. What we require is
control whereby we shall be able to take
our stand in the same way that the growers
of those States are able to do. The increase
with regard to enrrants is even more striking
than in the ease of raisins. In 1918-19 the
quantity of currants produced weighed 2,157
ewt,, but in 1922-23 the quantity had in-
creased to 8,250 ewt. All those who are ac-
guainted with the difficulties faced by dried
frait producers will admit that no set of
neople is worse off than these are. There
«ra later fizures in respeet to secondary
industries, and for the purpose of com-
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varison I will ¢uote them. The num-
ber of factory employees during the five
vears increased by over 47 per cent. In
1918-1Y the number was 12,917, and 1922.23
it was 19,097. The value of plant and ma-
chinery increased from £2,742386 to
£4,218,530. If an Aet to eontrel produce
were brought in, it would mean that it would
five some assistance to our cgg producers
as well. There is a fair nomber of primary
producers engaged in egy produetion, and if
something were done to assist Lhem it would
be appreciated.

Mr. Davy: To give them a chance of
foreing the price up against the consumer?

Mr, SAMPSON: To give them a chance
of secing that the market is sapplied, and
that provision is made for regularity of
supplies. Ai preseat there i3 usnally either
a slut or & famine in connection with the
supply of eggs.

Hoen. G. Tayvier:
time.

Mr. SAMPSON: The bringing in of a
measure of control will stabilise the mar-
kot. [ regret that the Estimates do not pro-
vi le anything for the protection of those who
luso eattle because of tuberculosis, Mileh cows
and other cattle found to be suffering from
tubereunlosis are ordered by the iuspectar te
be destroyed, and quite properly so. The
reason for their destruelion is, of eourse, that
the public may be protected. Such being the
case, | submit it is only right that the Con-
solidaled Revenre should provide funds
whercby the dairvman may be compensated
for the loss of his catile. I helieve it to he
a seientific fact that a large percentage of
all living animals are at one time or other of
their lives affected by the ravagzes of tuber-
enlosis to a greater or less degree. When, as
sumetimes happens, the effect of tubereulosis
in o dairy herd becomes serious and the in-
speetor orders the herd, or portion of it, to
be destroved, the dairyman has to stand the
loss. Tf a fund were provided out of which
any loss or expense suffered by the dairy-
man in this way would be made good, then
the dairyman would more readily convey in-
formation of zickness in his cattle to the in-
spectors. At all events, the present method
means that the dairyman has to face a very
ditlicult position. His work is by no means
easy, and if, when he has built up his herd,
he finds himself the vietim of a tubereular
ontbreak among his cattle, his lot is indeed
sad. T was one of a deputation which some-
{ime ago waited on the Minister in this con-

“specially at eleetion
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nection, and I hope that although pro-
viston has not yet been made, perhaps some-
tking may be done at a later slage to assist
the producers. [ wa3 glad to note the Min-
istar’s remarks regarding the equipment,
manngement and general control and husi-
ness of the South-West Dairy Products Co.,
i4d., formerly koown as the Bunbury But-
ter Factory. 'The company have made a
wonderful advance, showing how a good
manager ean not only effect economies bnt
secure substantial profits. I look forward to
receiving the annual report of the Agricul-
tural Department and regret that it did not
reach membhers prior to the discussion of
this vole,

MR, THOMSON (Katanning} [9.19]:
First I wish to congratulate the Minister for
Agriculture on the inereased funds provided
for his deparment on these Estimates. Hav-
ing regard to the importance of the part ag-
riculture plays in the finances and general
well-being of Western Australia, T consider
that the Agricultural Department in the past
has heen starved. I also congratulate the
department on the splendid exhibit of cereals
shown at Katanning under the able direction
and management of Mx, Odell, one of the de-
partwental offieers. During the show at Kat-
anning numerous farmers viewed the exhihit
and gathered useful informatien. 1 believe
the department were able to sell cunsiderable
Juantities of seed wheat in the district as a
result. An inerease in the staff of the Agri-
cultural Department is Iong overdue. I a »
glad to know that the Government intend to
astablish experimental farns in the dry areas.
That course should have heen followed in the
past. Probably against the wishes of the
Agricultnral Department, many settlers ven-
tured into dry areas and, more by good luck
than by good management, and certainly not
thanks tn Government assistance, proved
them to be admirably suited for farming.
On the other hand, vnfortunately, there are
Gistriets against which the Lands Depart-
ment advised settlers, where farming has
proved an absolute failure. For.that reason
T am the more pleased that the Minister in-
tends to establish experimental farms in the
dry arcas. In my opinion more use should
be made by the Agricultural Department of
what are termed farmers' field trials. Tt
shonld be made more generally known that in
this connection excellent work is heing done.
The field trials should be more largely availed
of than they have been in the past. No
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doubt rhe department are alive to ihe posi-
tion. Some members on the Government side
of the Chamber, members who unfortunately
are nol now present, bave said that the far-
mers have been spoonfed by the Government
und that the Railway Department is in many
vespects running in their interests and ear-
ries numerons commodities at a loss tor the
benefit to the farmere.

Mre, Ao Wansbrough: Suarely you do not
take those statements seriously ?

My, THOMSON: Unfortunately, those
stntements are made, and jt is only on an
oceasion like this that one is able to draw.
public attention to their incorrectness, Tn
the city considerable ignorance exists with
regard to the farming community. Metro-
politan residents get into a set groove and
never see the country. Conserjuently ihey do
not know the difficulties and hardships of
carly pioneers. It is easy to repeat the par-
rot ery that the farmer is spoonfed. How-
over, it is just as well that metropolitan re-
sidents should realise, from figures prepared
by the Governmeni Statist, the importance of
the part agriculture plays in wealth produc-
fion in Western Australia. According {o the
fatest figures available, those up to 30th June,
1923, the total of the wealth produced in
Western Australia during the preceding 12
months was £24,680259; and of that
amount agriculinre represented £7,537,064,
pastoral £6,241,422, and dairy, poultry and
bee farming £1,241422. Thus the primary
industries represented an aggregate of some
15 millions sterling. The total of the manu-
Factuves of Western Australia for the same
12 months was £4,720,636. Those manutae-
tures included bricks, timber which was sawn
or hewn, wheat whieh was ground, beer, stout,
spirits, aerated waters, eigarettes, hoois, elee-
trie light, and eleetric power. The wheat
wlich was ground preduced 107,990 tons of
flour, which. calculated on tfa-day’s export
vajue of £13 10s. per tom, represents an
additional £1,457860. Oui of a total
wenlth produetion of 24 milliens shierling,
the primary industries thus yielded approxi-
mately 16 millions sterling, showing their
importance to Western Australia. Aeccord-
ing to the latest report of the Commissioner
of Taxation, pastoral distriets and ecountry
towns pay by wav of land tax 55.8 per cent.
of the total amount collected. Further,
pastoral and agricoltural holdings out of
£391.492 collected last vear, coniributed be-
tween them £173,901. I know that figures
are somewhat wearying and that occasionally
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they do nof convey much to the average per-
son; but it is essential to bring home to the
people of Western Australia the important
tact that it is our primary industries
which earry the burden of taxalion
wud carry the population of this State.
The members for Toodyvay and Gascoyne
and also I believe the mewmber for Pingelly,
dealt with the value of wool production.
Turning to these Estimates, one finds that
out of the total expenditure provided for
agriculture, £74,999, the magnificent sum of
£408 is set down for a sheep and wool in-
spector. That seems to be ont of all proper-
tion to the value of the wool industry. This
particular officer, Mr. M¢Callum, is keen and
zealous in his work. His services have been
cagerly songht by settlers in my electorate
and elsewhere. His lectures and pracfical
demonsirations have been attended by large
numbers of farmers with great advantage to
themselves. Tt seems to"me that this officer
should have received a little more consider-
ation. The fact that he is not provided with
a motor car to enable him to travel over the
vast expanse of country he has to cover,
seems to me to be unwise economy.

The Minister for Works: Is he anxious to
have one? He had an aceident some time
ago.

Mr. THOMSON : But he was not respon-
stble for that. I have not discussed this mat-
ter with Mr. MeCallum, but in view of the
fact that we provide wmotor transport for
officers whose positions are not so valuable
to the Stale, the Minister might consider the
advisability of placing a car at Mr. MeCal-
lum’s disposal.

The Minister for Agriculture: Probably he
does niot want it.

Mr. THOMSON : At any rate 1 hope the
Minister will inguire into that phase. I am
sure thet too much fime is wasted by Mr.
MceCallum in fravelling by train, and the
provision of a motor car would be beneficial
to the officer and to the State. In many
directions I have heard the opinion ex-
pressed that he has not received a fair deal
from the department.

Hon. G. Taylor: Mr. McCallum is a good
man, who knows his business. I have not
heard of any such complaints from him.

Mr. THOMSON: I compliment the Minis-
ter upon sending Mr. MeCallum to the East-
ern States to attend the Sydney sheep sales,
T know it was at the request of many people
interested in sheep raising that that course
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was followed. Unfortunately the previous
Government would not agree to this request,
and I am glad that the present Ministar did
50. It is beneficial to the State to bave the
olficers sent to other parts of the Common-
wealth to ascertain what is being done there.

Mr, Teesdale: My, MeCallum did good
work in Sydney. I happened to be there at
the time, and [ know what he did,

Mr. THOMSON : I commend to the Minis-
ter the necessity for providing more assist-
ance for the sheep and wool inspector. T
notice that dairy and pig expert reccives
£528 a year., We recognise that that officer
too, is playing an important part in the de-
velopment of the Stale. His advice is sound
and beneficial. At the same time the benelfit
that the farmers derive from tle knowledge
and adviee Mr. McCallum is able fo impart
to them is also a valuable means of inecreas-
ing the wealth of the State.

Mr. Teesdale: Could you spare him for a
trip up north sometimes?

Mr. THOMSON: T notice on the Bsti-
mates an item indicating a deerease of £216
in the vote for the fruit advisory board. I
hope that does not mean that the Minister
intends to cut the board out, hecause, from
reports submitted to me, I undersiand they
have done excelleni work.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Ias the
hoard submitted reports to you?

Mr. THOMSON: Ng.

The Minister for Agriculture: 1 bave

never reeeived any report from them, and I
do not know what the board has been doing.

Mr., THOMSON: I understand that the
fruit advisory board has proved very bene-
ficial to the State, and I believe we should
he represented in the Eastern States, The
expenditure of the small amount involved is
justified. Of course if the board has not
heen submitting reports to the department
there is something wrong. 1 hope the Minis-
ter will inquire as to why reports have not
heen submitted.

The Minister for Agrieulture: The mem-
bers of the fruit advisory board were not my
officers. They merely mei and discussed their
problems, and that was the end of it.

Mr. THOMSON: T know the board was
not under the control of the Minister, but
as the Govirnment have been contributing
funds for the board, information should have
heen received regarding the work accom-
plished. Reverting to the pig and dairy ex-
pert, I presume he is the officer who pur-
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chased catt!e in the Eastern States. 1 can
agsure the Minister that there is a consider-
able amounl of dissatistaction regarding that
fuestion.

The Minister for Agriculture : There
always is.

Mr. THOMSON: The dissatistaction is
genuine. In my e¢lectorate and in other
parts people have dairy stock in full profit
and had intimated to the depariment that
their stock was suitable for grounp settle-
ment purposes. They have only just re-
ceived an acknowledgment ot their com-
munieations, and that was all. I contend
that people who have, bred up stock with a
view to establishing herds suitable for
group settlement purposes, should be en-
couraged by the purchase of their stock.

Hon. G. Taylor: Who says they are suit-
able?

Mr. THOMSON : The people I refer to,
and when they say they are suitable I will
back their opinions against that of the
dairy expert.

Mr. Teesdale: Thai is pretty rough on
the dairy expert.

Mr. THOMSON : Bot the dairy expert
has never examined the cattle; he simply
said that he did not want them. He prefers
to go Enst and have a trip. I do not east
any reflection opon this officer, but our
money should not be sent to the Eastern
States in such circnmstances. The group
settlements were established for, among
aother purposes, the development of the
South-West and the provision of sufficient
dairy products to prevent the annuval out-
flow of money to the Eastern States.

Mr. Teesdale: You will admit that the
officer purchased cheap cows?

Mr. THOMSOX : Tt is & question whether
they are cheap.

Mr. Teesdale: But they are all pedigreed
cattle. 1 tried to push my barrow for the
North but T was blotted out eompletely by
the price.

Mr. THOMSON : The great bulk of the
cattle imported are not in full profit. They
are dry and a fair proportion are heifers.
The great bulk of the eattle that eould have
heen purchased locally are in fall profit
and could have been sent direct to the
egroups enabling a return to he secnred im-
mediatelv. The catile from the East cost
£11 17s. 7d. to land at Fremantle, whereas
the cattle purchased locally cost £12 7s, 2d.
per head. TIn view of the fact that the loeal
ecows were in full profit, althongh there is

[ASSEMBLY.]

an apparent saving of about 7s. or 8s. per
head on the purchases made, there is in
reality a distinet loss. | heard that one
reason why the expert turned down the
local stock was that in his opinion they
were not suitable for the South-West, as
they were not acclimatised.

lion. G. Taylor: Had the expert seen
the cattle?

Mr. THOMSON: No.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then he must have gone
on their pedigrees.

My, THOMSON: The men who bred the
stock, purchased pedigreed animals and
built up dairy herds as an industry, intend-
ing to sell the progeny to the group settlers
for dairying purpeses. We have been told
that we should foster that industry in order
to keep in Western Australia the money
that goes annually to the Eastern Stales.
Yet in the purchase of the caitle that prin-
ciple is departed from!

Hon. G. Taylor : There must be some
reason for it.

Mr. THOMSON : The reason was that in
the opinion of the departmental officer it
was better to bring in catile from the East-
ern States.

Mr. A, Wansbrough : There were too
many duds bought.

Mr. THOMSON : That is a refleetion
upon those whom the officer chose to pur-
chase the cattle. We have no guarantee
that we may not have as many dunds from
the Eastern States as were purchased
locally.

Mr. A, Wansbrough: Many of those pur.
chased locally were absolutely useless.

Mr. THOMSON : That is the faulf of the
departmental officers respensible for their
purchase. I wish to show how {he Agri-
cultural Bank might be utilised as a train-
ing ground for many of our young me:
who, after passing throongh the Agricultural
College, might enter various depariments,
acquire practical knowledge and ultimatelv
be able to fill positions as bank inspectors.
In saying this, I do not cast any reflection
upon the gentlemen who are now inspectors
for the Agricultural Bank. They have
played an important part in the opening
up and development of the State. They
play a very important part in dealing with
the finances of the bank. When the mem-
ber for Guildford (Hon. W. D. Joknson}
was Minister for Lands, he inangurated a
conference of inspeciors in the eiiy at
which lectures were delivered by experis of
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the Department of Agriculture. 1 commend
that idea to the Government. The oflicials
in the head oilice were able v appreciate
the calibre of the men administering aff iivs
in Lite coupicy, and ibe expeits of the
departiment were able v give them uset.t
knowledge 1o pass vn to the farmers. La =
yeur u select committee discussed the yues-
tion of wetropmilan markets. L moved an
smendment tov the wotion and it was
carried, miging the Government to establish
inarkets in the metropolitan arvea,

[r. Lutey took the Chair.]

The CHAIRMAXN: There is no item on
the Estimates for metropolitan markets.
There is a measure dealing with marketing
betore another place and the hon. member
is not in order in 1eferring to marketing.

Mr. THOMSOXN: I do noet wish to deal
with the I’rimary Products Marketing Bill.
1 merely wish fo refer to a motion carried
last session.

The CIEAIRMAXN: There is no iten on
the Estimates for markets.

Mr. THOMSON : The Minister should have
provided & sum for the establishment of
markets. It should he part and parcel of
the Government policy, while giving assist-
ance through the Agvieultural Bauk and
affording expert advice througl the Depare-
ment of Agriculture, to pruvide suitable
marketing tacilities for settlers, o that they
uught be able to get into touch with the eon-
sumer and as far as possible eut out the
middleman. I hope the Government will
bring dewn a measnre to provide For metvo-
politan markets. Land at West Perth was
purchased and reserved for the purpose
during the time the member for Guildford
was in offiee, and it is time something was
done,

The CHAIRMAXN: | again point ouni tn
the hon. member that there is no item ob
these estimates for markets. The hon, mem-
her might have an opportunity later on.

Mr. THOMSBOXN : I regret if 1 have frans-
gressed the rules of debate. The Leader of
the Opposition pointed out that the potato
crop was maturing and that it was essential
to find a market. He viewed the ountlook
with concern, and 50 do I. T hope that e
unforiunate shippimg trouble will soon he
overcome and that we shall he able to get
our produets to the Eastern States and par-
ticularly to Sydney. Failing that, the de-
partment shonld get into touch with the
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Minister for Railways and the Common
wealth railway authoritics and aseertal
whether it would be possible to get ou
potatoes to the Eastern States by rail,

The Minister for Works: There i no in
terference with the coastal shipping.

Mr. THOMSOX: Thai s why th
“Karoola” is held wp in Fremantle.

JMr. Sleeman: There is no reason why sh
should be held up. The men are there wait
inz 10 work,

The CHALRMAXN : The hon, mentber mus
not enter into the merits of the shippin;
dispute.

Mr. THOMSOXN: [ have no desite to &
that.

The Minister for Works:
houats are runniog,

Mr. THOMSOXN : One coastal boat is nwu
runhing.

The Minister for
either.

Mr, THOMSON: We know that, in con
sequence of the Navigation Act, we cannc
send our produets to the East by oversea
steamers that might call, although they a
present are passing our port. However,
do not wish to raise any controversy.
merely wish to impress upon the Ministe
the need for seeing that the potatoes ar
sent to the markets in the East so that w
may get a little of our wealth back from th
Fastern States.

Mr. George: Other products are held u
too.

Mr. THOMSON: T am erely referrin
to potatoes which are a perishable produc
I do not wish to touch upon timber an
other things. The matter is of sufficier
importance to warrant an arrangement bein
made for special trucks or a special trai
to take the potatoes to the Eastern State

Mp. Sleeman: Speeial trains are not nece:
sarv. The potatoes can be sent hy boa

Mr., THOMSON: No one knows bette
than does the hon. member that that stat
ment is not correct.

The Minister for Works: I challenge yo
to sav that the coastal steamships are n¢
running.

The CHAIRMANXN: Order! T am not =
inzg to permit that matter to be discusse

The Minister for Works: Then why do
he make that statement?

The CHAIRMAN: It is ont of order fi
the hon. member to enter uyon reasoms wk
produce caunot be got to the Eastern State

The eoasta

Works: And no wondei
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Mr. THOMSON: It is the member for
Fremantle wle i= entering upon reasons.
I want it made clear that we are producing
targe guantities of potatoes, and if we can-
nof gef them away, there will be a glut in the
market and our producers will be involved
in serious loss. Special arrangements
should be made with the railway authorities
io assist onr producers to market their
potatoes in the East.

Mr. Sleeman interjected.

Mr. THOMSON: The Chairman will not
permit me to reply and it is grossly unfair
for the member for Fremantie to make state-
ments to which I am not permitted to reply.

The CHATRMAN : The member for ¥re-
mantle mnst keep order.

Hon. G. Taylor interjected.

The CHATRMAN: And the member for
Mt, Margaret also wust keep order.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 congratulate the Min-
ister on the increased vote provided for the
department. As Leader of the Country
Party 1 am gratified that the Agrienltural
College is at last in sight. It is long overdue.
We have been spending considerable sums
of money on our secondary schools and uni-
versity, providing facilities for young men
and women to acquire higher education, and
when they have passed their examinations,
there has been no opening for them. It has been
mortifying to have to tell our young people
to go out of the State because there was
no opportunity for them here. When stud-
ents pass through our Agricultural College
they will at leasi be able to find means to
earn a livelihood within our own borders,
becanse there is no State that offers better
opportunities for land settlement than does
Western Australia. In conclusien, T wish
again to expresss my appraciation of the
Minister and his departmental officers, and
wounld onee more impress upon the Minister
my opinion that next year’s Estimates should
provide a little more money for the wool
industry than is allocated to it this year.

TEE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. M. F. Troy—Mt. Magmet—in reply)
[10.3]: The member for Toodyay and the
Leader of the Country Party complained
about the dearth of experts in the Depart-
mnent of Agriculture, but no one locking
lown the vote for that department, and com-
saring it with the votes for other depart-
nents, ecan consider that agrieulture has
nuch cause for complaint.

My, Thomson: T have not eomplained.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr, Lindsay: 1 complained with regard
to wool and wheat. .

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I wish to point ount to the member for Tood-
yay that among the expert oflicers of the
Agrienltural Depsrtment are Mr. Thomas,
Mr. Rudall, Mr. Culiity, Mr, Cass Smith,
who is just resigning, Mr. Baron Hay, Mr.
Teakle, who is on Jeave, and Mr. Adams. In
addition there are no fewer than 12 cadets
who, in the course of a year or two, will
become agricultural advisers,

Mr. Lindsay: Where are they all? We
never see them except Mr. Rudall and Mr.
Thotnas.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They are out in the country. I know com-
parison is invidious, but the cadets, baving
teehnical training as well as practical train-
ing, are likely to prove more unseful than
some of the senior officers. The cadets are
young men who will take over the service in
the eourse ol # year or two.

Mr. Thomson: Where are they now?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They are now in the office, atiending the
University, and attending experimental
farms to get practical experience. A good
deal of money is being spent in that way,
and the indications are that every year the
number of ecadets will increase. 1 de
not think there iz any cause for complaint
regarding agrienltural advisers. The mem-
ber for Gasecoyne sald something abouf
schoolboys attending experimental farms on
demonstration days. I do not think there
can be any objection to that, but it is some-
times premature to conelude that hecause a
hoy is enthusiastic on a farm he will become
a farmer. He may be merely enjoying the
holiday. A hoy goes to a farm and is well
fed there and sees things, and so he says,
“This is the sort of life for me.” But when
he gets to the practical work, there is a
different tale.

Hon. G. Taylor: When you shake him out
at 5 o’clock in the morning the trouble
starts.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Tt is quite possible that arrangements may
he made for boys to visit the experimental
farms occasionally. It will be a good thing
for their edueation, anyhow, if for nofhing
else. No doubt many of them will take up
farming, if they have the natural instinet
for the pursuit. The member for Gascoyne
spoke about the desirableness of having a
fixed line of policy in the department, and
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gaid the appointment of a director was a
proper ihing from that standpoint. I am
inclined to agree that the Director of Agri-
culture would be better out in the country
Some-
times I think a professional man is not the
man for the position of departmental head
at all. The most valuable work of the
Director of Agricniture is done out in the
coutitry, hecauze there he does the work for
which he is peculiarly adapted. 1 believe in
putting technical men at the particular elass
of work for which they are trained.

Mr, Davy: Yon want the permanent head
to have no particular joh?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I want the permanent head to be the busi-
ness head, the adnunistrator of the depart-
ment.

Hon. G ‘Taxler: | am open for appeint-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1 suppose the day will come when the North-
West will he used for agricultural purposes.
That will be when the southern part of the
State is fully settled, and Western Australia
iz wealthy enough to start schemes of irriga-
tion. Then the Aevelopment of the North-
West will come all right.  An irrigation
scheme, however, must have a local market
in order to succeed; and for a local market
a big population is necessary. The member
for Pingelly wave sume paternal advice with
regard fo Jairving, It reminded me of a
story 1 heard just recently aboul a fermer
who hought cows and camme home enthusiastic
with regard to dairying as against wheat
growing or sheep raisine. His wife asked
him was he quite sure about it, and he said
he was. She thereupon inquired, “Who is
gzoing to milk the cows?’ The reply was,
“You and the girl.” As a rule the man will
not milk cows. Somefimes when listening to
the talk about the large importations of
dairy produce, I think that if we can grow
other products and so can afford to huy dairy
products, it is all right.

Mr. Davy: Of course.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I£ T eould grow 50 sheep and make a greater
profit out of them than I could from dairy
produce, I would grow sheep and buy dairy
produce.

Mr. Davy: Let every ounce of energy be
directed in the most profitable channel.

The Minister for Works: But if a man
can do both?
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A man cannot do both.

The MMinister for Works:
can.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I hope the jeremiads of the member for
Pingelly regarding the cows imported will
not be fullilied. The chief fear I have about
the cows is that they may not become ac-
climatised.  Another question is whether
conditions at the group settlements, and the
feed there, are sufliciently advanced and
sufficient in quantity to maintain the cows.
Another fear is that the group setilers them-
selves may injure the cows because of want
of knowledge of how to milk. However,
group settlement is an experiment, and as

But the State

“ap experiment we have to take it.

Mr, Thomson: And see it through.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
TUndoubtedly some of the cows will be spoilt
or injured, but that is not my responsibility.
1 is a responsibility which the State has ae-
cepted.  Having accepted the system, we
must expect weaknesses in the system. It is
not the part of this House to attach any
blame to the Government in that respeet.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1f the cows fail as milk-
ers, they will be all right for beef.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Rewarding the wool expert, T should be sorry
to think that that officer was inspiring the
remarks made here regarding his salary and
position.

Mr. Thomson:
either with ne,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have a great opinion of Mr. McCallum,
and since [ went to the department I have
done my best to assist and encourage him in
his activities. I know that he is a good ofli-
cer and does good work,  However, he is
under the Publie Serviee Commissioner, and
his salary is fixed by the Public Serviee Com-
missioner, and not by the Minister., T will
see that AMr. McCallum gets every oppor-
tunity to give the best service he can to the
country in the particular caparity to which
he has been appointed. I would not like to
think that Mr. MeCallum was inspiring
agitations for hiz own benefit.

Hon. G. Tayler: T have spoken with him
repeatedly, and he has never mentioned that
matter to me.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I regard Mr. McCallum as an enthusiastic
officer who is doing excellent work, but at

He has never discussed
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present his salary is not within my fune-
tigns.  As regards furnishing him with a
motor car, the Government ecannot buy cars
for every officer to iravel around the coun-
try. I will admit that a motor car might be
an advantage to this oflicer. The Minister
controlling the vote for motor ears cannot,
however, allow the vole to be exceeded with-
out special reason. Mr. MeCallum has got
round the country very well. All the experts
want motor ecars.

Hon. G. Taylor: When the expert lands
in a district the farmers eonvey him from
one place to another.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Moreover, the experts have the use of the
train service. I do not see that the Gov-

ernment shounld provide motor cars in addi-

tion to railway transport,

Mr. Thomson: The Government can gel
more service by providing the officer with a
motor ecar.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUGRE:
Yes, if the Treasury will agree. As regards
the Fruit Advisory Board, the history of
that body is that Mr. H. IX. Maley appointed
it, and placed an amount on the Estimuntes
in order to assist its activities, but only on
the understanding, as well as my memory
serves me, that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should refund the amount advanced.
Tt was part of the Federal Advisory Board
appointed by Mr. Rodgers, a former Minister
for Customs, and the Federal Government
proposed to pay their fees.

Mr. Sampson: The Federal Fruit Ad-
visory Board as well?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes.

Mr. Thomson: And this refers to our re-
presentatives on that beard.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
When the State Government advanced the
money it was on condition that it was to he
returned hy the Commonwealth. Mr. Maley
promised to finance them to a certain ex-
tent until he gave them power to tax the
people who elected them. The Federal Gov-
ernment refunded the money, but the Fruit
Advisory Board asked me for the money be-
cause they had not been able to pay their
secretary his salary. In those cireumstances
the money was made available to the board.

My. Sampson: Are yon not still paying
the expenses of the board?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I put £100 on the Estimates last year, and

[ASSEMBLY.)

1 have fulfilled the promise made by Mr.
Maley. In the Marketing Bill I have pro-
vided power for the people who elected the
hoard to he taxed. This board is not under
the contro! of the department, and there is
no reason why 1 should finance the
board any more than the wheat pool. There
is another phase of the question. The hoard
has nothing to do with the department or our
officers, except one who has acied as secre-
tary, [ have found that my officer, Mr.
Wickens, who has acted as secretary of the
board, has been placed in the position of
having to send recomwmendations to me from
the hoard, instructing me what should be
done, Mr. Wickens is the officer to whom 1
have to refer such communieations for con-
fidential information. Of ecourse, the posi-
tion wes impossible, and I do not see why
it should continue any longer. I thank hon.
members {or the kindly references they have
made to the Agricultural Department, and [
am sure that as the State progresses morve
money will be found to further our agricul-
tural activities, When the Treasurer saw
that there was an increase of £17,717 in the
Estimates, he took me to task. When be
realised the object of the ineresse, he had
no hesttation in agreeing to it.

ltem, Tropical Adviser, £432:

Mr, ANGELQ: The Esilmates for last
vear provided for an expenditure of £432,
hat only £99 was spent. The Estimaies
this year again provide for £432. What is
the intention of the Government regardirnz
this work?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There is really no practical work to le
nndertaken in c¢onneetion with tropieal
agrieulture. Mr. Wise reported fully on
the question and at the present time there
is no work for an adviser at all. I have
provided the necessary money hecanse of
the possibility of doing something during
the vear,

Mr. Angelo: You have no one in mind?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No.

Item, Botanist and Plant Pathologist,
£432:

My, SAMPSON: Does this officer give
any attention to fruit matters?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I believe he does; 1 have not been told to
the contrary.
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Mr. SAMIPPSOX: 1 believe there is need
for veseareh work regarding the way frut
is packed for export. L hope something
will be done in that direction.

" Ttem, Rabbit and other vermin eradication
and upkeep of rabbit-proot fence, includinyg
wages, £24,622:

Mr. THOMSOXN : Will the Minister give
the Committee some information regarding
the eradication of rabbits and the upkeep
of the vabbit-proof fence? It has been
stated on  numelous oceasions that the
rabbit-proof fenee should he taken up, as il
i= of no value, What is the departmentai
view on that ruestion?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have not cousulied the departmental
officials, hut my view is that it would be a
great mistake, and the removal of the
rabbit-proof fence would serve no purpose
whatever. (n the contrary, the fence serves
as a check agninst the inroads of rabbits
and other vermin from the Bast.

Hon. (i, Taylor: 1t would not pay you io
take it up.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is so. While | am in my present posi-
tion, the fence will not be interfered with.
The increase in the vote, £2,794, is due to
the fact that owing to the large number of
rahbits in the wheat belt the department
bought £1,453 worth of poison this year.
We pay 2s. a tin for the poison and we are
charging the farmers only 6d. per tin!

Me. Davy: What! You are buying for
23. and selling the poison to the farmers
for 64.%

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes.

Mr. Thomson: I suppose that is some of
the spoon-feeding we hear you talk abonut.

Ttem, Maintenance of vards and dips, in-
cluding wages, £630:

Mr. THOMSON: Will the Minister ex-
plain what this item refers to?

The MIXISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We have dips in the North-West for the
purpose of dipping cattle before they are
brought south. There-is also another at
Midland Junction where sheep to he sold in
the market and sent ont as stores, are also
dipped because they are sometimes infested
with tick and lice.
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Item, Noxious weeds, £400:

Mr. THOMSON: Last year's vote was
£1,000, but the expenditure was only £49.
This year the Minister provides for £100.
Will the Minister give the Committee some
information regarding the money spent by
hoards to secure the eradication of noxious
weeds?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have not got that information, but in-
structions have heen issued to the boards
to notify the department regarding noxious
weeds in Lheir respective localities. If a
noxious weed is found in a distriet and can
be eradicated, the board has to deal with
it; it the weed is present in the distriet to
sitch an extent that it is impossible, we do
not insist upon the hoard doing the work.
For instance, the double-gee infests the
Geraldton distriet and it would be impos-
sible for the bhoard to deal with it there,
but should the double-gee make its appear-
ance in another district we would insist
npon ils eradieation there. The Bathurst
burr has heen found on the goldfields and
we have made arrangements with the Kal-
wsoorlie and Boulder municipal eouneils to
eradicate it, the Government paying the
cost.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is very wisze, for
it is a terrible pest.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Provision is also made for the eradieation
of the star thistle,

Item, Potato inspeection, including wages,
£329:

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: Does this item
refer to the inspection of imported potatoes
or of local potatoes?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It includes provision for the inspection of
both imported and loeal potatoes. The
inspectors’ salaries are provided for ‘'n
another item.

Item, Assistance to
£300:

Mr. SAMPSOXN: In what direction is as-
sistance rendered to the poultry industry?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCURE:
We employed an additional inspector to
a~sist in the eradieation of the stickfast flea.
We purchased a considerable quantity of
the mixture known as Dumore, in order to
demonstrate to people what could be done
with that preparation. We propose to do

poultry industry
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the same thing this year. In tbe country
distriets where the stickfnst flea made its
appearance early in the year, I have made
inquiries and have ascertained that the pesi
“lhas not been seen so far. I am inclined fo
think that' there is hope that the sfickfast
flea will disappear in the metropolitan area
if we compel pedple to take the necessary
precautions, '

Item, Experimental plot, including North-
‘West, £520:

Mr. ANGELO: Last year’s vote was
£1.400 and £277 was expended. Will the
Minister inform the Committee as to how
wuch of that colossal snm was spent in the
North-West last year.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I cannot say. Frobably the largest propor-
tion was spent in the South-West. If theve
is an opportunity to do anything in ihe
Worth-West, the money will he nvailable for
that purpose.

Mr. Angelo: But £520 will not go very
far.

Item, Agricultural Exhibits, Royal Show
and Overseas, £250:

Mr. THOMSON: I am interested in the
portion of this item devoted to overseans ex-
hihits, I regard Savoy House, London, as
oui shew window. It is in a prowinent part
of the Sirand, but the amount of money
being expended for exhibits is totally out of
keeping with the importance of the depart-
ment. To send samples of our products te
Londox 1= money well spent. The New
Zealand aud South African show windows
are very attractive, and we shonld endeavour
to make our window as abtractive as possible.
Compared with the splendid show put up
by Canada and Rhodesia, ours is not attrac-
tive,

Mr. Teesdale: Queensland’s was the best
window in the Strand when I was there.

Mr. THOMSON: As one who has in-
spected the windows, I maintain that more
money should be devoted to these exhibits.
We are doing our utmost to secure migrants,
and an attractive display in London might
prove the deciding factor with men of capi-
tal who are thinking of migrating. In the
past we have not obtained as many people
with capital as we might have done. How
much of the £250 will be spent in London?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Y doubt whether very much of this money

[COUNCIL.]

is spent in London. Most of it expended
on exhibits at the Royal Show and in eoun-
try distriets. Occasionally, however, pro-
duce such as fruit is sent to the Agent Cen-
eral for display. If we undertook a big
exhibition of products in London, a consid-
erably larger vote would be required.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—College of Agriculture, £5,851—
agreed to.

Progress reported.

¢ 17 ‘
EBILLS (2)—-RETURNED FROM
COUNCIL.

1, Land Aect Amendment.

2, Newecastle Suburban Lot S8,
With amendments.

House adjourned at 10.38 p.m,

Negislative Council,
Thursday, 5th Notember, 1925,

Questions : Metropolitan Water Supply 1706

Agriculbural College, Principal ... o 1707
Leave of absence - 1797
Bill: Industris] Arbitration Act Amendment, Com. ... 1797

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION—METROPOLITAN WATER
SUPPLY.
Expenditure at Churchman’s Brook.

Hon. A. TLOVEKIN asked the Chief
Secretary: How much has been expended
to date in respeet of the Churchman’s
Brook water scheme?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: {a)
Dam, £88,205; 16in. main from dam to
Juneticn of Canning River and Church-
wman’s Brook, £10,29); land resumption,



